US. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


ashington, D.C. 
April 10, 2007 


MR WILLIAM J MAXWELL 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
608 SOUTH WRIGHT STREET 
URBANA, IL 61801 


Request No.: 1074952- 000 Wnion 
Subject: MOTLEY, WILLARD s 
— 


Dear Requester: 


The records that you have requested were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act for another requester. 


Enclosed are 144 pages of documents pertaining to your request and a copy of the explanation of 
exemptions. 


You may submit an appeal from any denial contained herein by writing to the Office of Information 
and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530- 
0001, within sixty days from the date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked 
“Freedom of Information Appeal” or “Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your 
request so that it may be easily identified. 


Sincerely yours, 


Dhla 


David M. Hardy 

Section Chief, 

Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 

Records Management Division 
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(b)(4) 


(b)(5) 


(b)(6) 
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(b)(8) 


b) ) 


(d)(5) 


(j)(2) 


000 


(k)(2) 


(k)(3) 


(k)(4) 


(k)(5) 


(k)(6) 


(k)(7) 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 
with the agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 
records or information (A) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, (B) would deprive a person 

of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, (C) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy, (D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or 
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce 
crime or apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 


investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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i SYNOPSIS OF FACTS. Subject resides 208 Bast Superior Stree Cf; 


COK 


Chicago, Illinois, and is an author. 
MOTLEY reported to have been born July 12, 
rs 1912 at Chicago, Illinois. Informants 
Panes r advised thatclasses of the Workers School 
< e held in MOTLEY's apartment during 1942; 
ARAA Ma that he was scheduled to speak at a meeting 
i sponsored by the Council of Bt Sciences 
R end Professions in April, 1950; that he was 
95 listed in the Daily Hor ker as one of the 
XP l * AREA sponsors of the PEARL HART testimonial 
N dinner sponsored by the Midwest Committee 


or Protection of Foreign Born. He was 7 
isted as an alternate delegate to the = 
sim ye Progressive Party National Convention in 
ogee mn 1950; that in 1943 he was a subscriber 
pers ope to the Daily Worker; that in January, 1951 
A he signed a letter to Senators and Congress- 
— men sponsored by the Committee for Peaceful a. 0 
* Aternatives. An Informant advised in Jan., 7 * 


D è 1 
escription set out 1u 11 8 


P. AES. C (YX bars / TA GO 


1951 that MOTLEY was not “di 3 5 tee 255 2 Aey : 


DETAILS: This REET ETN was predicated on 1 8% J 
mation furnished by Confidential Informant r 
GOFEN DN of known reliability, who advised in be 
that meetings of the sforkers School b7D 
S8MYay S 1883 were held in subject's apartment, and on 
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CONFPQENTIAL: 


information furnished by Confidential Informant} - of known b2 
reliability, who advised in 1950 that WILLARD MOTLEY was scheduled 


to speak on a program sponsored by the Chicago Council of Arts, ae 
Sciences and Professions (w 
BACKGROUND g 
Residence 
advised on April 6, 1951 that WILLARD MOTLEY resided at D8 
East Superior Street, Chicago, Illinois. 
Employment b7C 
b7D 


Street, advised on April 6, 

1951 that WILLARD M author and had written the novel, 

"Knock On Any Door." further advised he had recently 

seen a check that was made out to MOTLEY for $5,000.00, which 

check MOY was advanced on a new book that MOTLEY had 

written. |__| stated that he did not know what the title of 
ok wou 


this new bo be. 


Citizenship Data 


"Who's Who in Colored America, 1950 edition, reflects that WILLARD 
MOTLEY, author of the novel "Knock On Any Door" was born ene 
Netter an on July 12, 1912; that his father's e wa oT 
BAL 


[OTLLY and that his mother's name was MARYXHUFERMOILEY. 
Records of the Bureau of Vital Statistics, Cook County, Illinois, 
130 North Wells Street, were checked on June 1, 1951 and these 
records contained no record of the birth of WILLARD MOTLEY. 


Previous Employment 


"who's Who in Colored America’! 1950 edition, reflects that WILLARD 
MOTLEY was previously employed as an interviewer by the Chicago 
HousinsAuthority and as a writer by the Office of Civilian Defense. 


-2- CONFIRENTIAC 
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Military Record | „Nd. 
a 4 : Dz 
2 [ confidential Informant | of known reliability, advised on May 
N 29, 1951 Ithat WILLARD MOTLEY had no military record. b7D 


Credit and Criminal Record 


Records of the Chicago Police Department were checked on April 
30, 1951 and contained no arrest record for WILLARD MOTLEY, 


Records of Hill's Reports, Incorporated, a chicago Credit Agency, 
were checked on April 23, 1951 with negative results. 


i ACTIVITIES AND AFFILIATIONS 


Workers School 


ry w- 


FRANK SYMEYER, ~overnment witness in the trial of the United 
States vs. WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, ET AL, testified on April 13, 

1949 that he was the director of the Chicago Workers School. 

MEYER testified thatthe Educational Department of the Communist 
Party supervised the education in tne Workers School and decided 

on its curriculum and method of recruiting. He advised that this 
School was open to Party and non-Party peopleand was used to recruit 
members into the Communist Party and to teach Marxism and Leni ni sm. 


Confidential Informant[___Jadvised in June of 1942 that WILLARD 

MOTLEY tended bar at the Sky-Hi Dance sponsored by the Workers b2 
School. Informant advised that this Party was held at 228 South b7D 
webash Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Informant further advised that 
after this dance a party was held in WILLARD MOTLEY's room, 1216 


South Hals ted Street. 0 
On June 6, 1951 Officer Chicago 
Police Deveartment, advis een on e beat in the 


vicinity of re Halsted Street for sixteen or seventeen 
years. Officer stated that he has known MOTLEY since about © /© 


1937 or 1938, and that he used to see him at least several times 

a week during the period of 1937 through 1942. Off ce 

further advisea that he could not state if 10LLEY had ever resided 
et 1261 South Halsted Street, but he remembers that one time some- 


NN 
oe 
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nE 

one had rented out rooms at the top two floors at this address 
and that at this time it was practically a flop house. At the 
present time all of the floors in tnis four story building are 
occupied for busine.s purposes and according to Off1 6er 
have all been so occupied for the past five or six years. T 

states that he does know that MOTLEY lived somewhere j 
close to this address but that he is not certain where he did 
actually live, and stated thet he could not suzgest anyone that 
would be able to recall if MOILEY did actually live at this 
address. . 5 said that during this period, from 1937 to 
19L, MOTLEY -enerally hun around Maxwell Street, which is 
one block away from 1261 South als ted, and that durin; & 
period ne was hanging around with bums and prostitutes. 
stated thet ne understood that MOTLEY did this to obtain 
back round for tae book he was writing. 


C) advised in June of 1942 that on June 27, 1942 the Current 
avents Class of the workers School was held at the residence of 
IELLARD MOTLEY, 1261 Souta Halsted Street. L] advised further 

in June of 1942 that the Current Ivents Class of the Workers | 
School again held a class meeting at the residence of WILLARD 
“OTLEY, 1201 South Halsted eet, on June , 1942. Informant 52 
further advised that CONRAPAKOMORO.SKI, a_m er of the staff b7D 
of the workers School, taught this class. U) 


Confidential Informant L-] advised in July of 1942 that a meeting 
of tie kxtenslon Class of the Workers School, taught by CONRAD 
£OMOROWSK1, was held at the home of WILLARD OTLEY, 1261 South 
Halsted Street, on July 13, 1942. N 


Chicago Council of Arts, Sciences and Professions 


X confidential informant | of known reliability, advised on 

June 28, 1949 tnat the aro Council of Arts, Sciences and 
Professions Was a Chicago affiliate of the National Council 
of Arts, Sciences and Professions. 


The if tn eport of the senate Fact-Finding Committee on un- 
American Activities-19l4s" of the California legislature, under 

the chapter healed "Official citations of fronts and publications" 
(na e 257) there ebpeers a citation of tne Arts, Sciences and 
Professions as Collows: (page 338) National Council of Arts, 
Sciences and Professions "cited as one of tne most ini wor tant 
Comrunist ront organizations in the country." 


CONRDENTIAL 
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{confi ‘ential Infor :antL___Jeavised on April 10, 1950 [that WILLARD 


“ONLY Was scheduled to be one of the sneakers at Humanity vs. 

the A-poſb meeting svonscred by the Chicazo Council of Arts, Sciences 
and Professions, 55 East Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois. Infor- 
ment advised that tnis meeting was scheduled to be held in the 
ballroom of the Midland Hotel, 172 West Adams Street, Chicago. 


U Feri denti el Informant ] advised on April 4, 1950Jthat a meeting 
f 


t 
t 


lu) 


the Chicazo Council of Arts, Sciences and Professions was held 
at the Midland Hotel on April 3, 1950. Informant furt Lated 
that it was announced at this meeting that Dr. Tout en 
Chairman of the National Council.of.arts, Sciences rofessions, 
steted that WILLARD MOTLEY, who was scheduled to Be one of thé’ 
speakers at this meetin-, would not be in attendance because of 
previous commitments. 


Midwest Committee for Protection of Foreign Eorn 


Confidential Int o. ant. / of known reliability, advised on May 

27, 1943 that the idwest Committee for Protection of Foreign 

Born is The Midwest organization of the American Committee for 
Protection of Foreign Born. b2 
Ihe American Committee for Botection of Foreign Born is cited ne 
by the Attorney General unler Executive order 9835 as bein; a 
Communist orsanization. 


the sorker, Illinois edition for April 9, 1950, pase two a, 

column one, carried an article statin; tnat WILLARD I'OILFY was 
one of t:e svons.rs for the PARL EAkT testimonial dinner that 
was eine sponsored by the tlldwest Cormittee for Protection of 
Yoreirn Eorn to be held at the Eismarck Sotel on April 6, 1950. 


CuniLsvential Informant of known reliability,,Advised on 
January 1(, 1947 thet he Had been advised by /GIJGREET, State 
Chairman of tie Communist Party, tnat PTARTWAART was in ggres- 
ment. With tie vrinciplas..of tie Cormunist ty, and so would be 
tr-eted witn respect even tnough she disasreed. Informant ad- 
vised tiat REEN added that if she shouli come into the Communist 
Party she would not nave that daa G 


CON no, 
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CONPOEN TIAL 


The Worker is a special Sunday edition of the Daily Worker, an 
East coast communist daily newspaper. 


Progressive Party 


Confidential Informant l. of known reliability, advised on Feb. 
6, 1951 that the Progressive Party of Illinois is under the control 
of the Communist Party and has been under Communist control since 
the inception of the Progressive Party in Illinois. CY 


Confidential Informant/ | of known reliability, made available 
a h2nd Ward booklet of Progressive Party on March 6, 1950. 
This booklet lists WILLARD MOTLFY as an alternate to the Pro- 
gressive Par National Convention to be held in Chicago, III. 


on February 24-26, 1950. 200 
( Ur ' 
"DAily Worker" ) p2 


The "DAily Worker" is an East coast, Communist daily newspaper. 


Confidential Informant of known reliability, advised in 1943 
that WILLARD MOTLEY, 120l South Halsted Street, was a subscriber 
to the "Daily Worker." \ G 


National Committee f Peaceful Alternatives 


Confidential Informant (l savisea on June 4, 1951 that the 
National Committee for Peaceful Alternatives, 30 North Dearborn 
Street, is not an organization that was set up by the Communist 
Party. However, the Communist Party has shown an interest in 
using the potential influence of this organization as a mass 
peace movement. The Communist Party members are at work in 
this organization but do not control it. A lU) 


Confidential Inf ormen t of known reliability, advised in 
January, 1950 that WILLARD MOTLEY, author, Chicago, was one of 
the signers of an open letter to Senators and Congressmen urging 
the defeat of President TRUMAN's arms program. Informant advised 
that these letters WN sponsored by the Committee for Peaceful 
Alternatives. # \D 

Stage for Actxon 


Confidential a of known reliability, advised on 


CONNDENTIAL: 
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November 3, 1947 fenat Stage for Action was a Communist dominated 
grova and noted at they frequently put on plays and shows for 
various sections and ralliesof the Communist Party. 


u EET er e en January 20, 10 l isde available 

a letterhead of Stage for Action, 203 North Wabash Street. Inis 

letterhead lists WILLARD MOTLEY as one of the chicago sponsors 

of the above orzanization. 
b2 
b7D 
Confidential Informantf | savised on June 6, 1951 that he knows bye 
WLIILLARS VOTLEY and tha € considers MOTLEY to be an eccentric, 
Informant further advisei that MOTLEY is not a member of the 


(u) Communist Party. 2 
W Confidential informa advised on June 7, 195) that he does 


not know WILLARD MOTL 


Miscellaneous 


auvised on April 6, 1951 that he had talked to 
the subject on a number of occasions and that MOTLEY had never 
said anything that would lead him to believe that subject was 
not loyal to the Government of the United Sttes. 


the following composite description of the subject was obtained 
Ba | and "nols Who in Colored America, i 1950 
edition: 


NAME WILLARD MOTLEY 

AD ESS 208 East Superior Street, 
Chicago, Illinois 

AE AYD PLACE OF PIFTH July 12, 19014 chicago, Illinois 
(not verified) i 


HET IST 5111! 
NBIGET 180 lbs. 
4AIR Plack 
ES Brown 
RACE eee 
OCCUPAILION Author 
— CLOSED 8 Nene 
re 7 aa 


b2 


p7] 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CO N EVN 


b7C 
The records of the Chicago Police Department and Hill's R 
Incornorated were checked by Special Employee 


IDENTITY OF INFORMANTS 


7 made information available by 
written report. 


Industrial Detail of the Chicago Police Department who 


made the information available to Special lo 
5 on April 10, 1950; to SA 
oe anuary > 1949; and by written report on April 4, 
1950. 


FFF State Selective 
ervice Sys Lem, outh Plymouth Court, Chicago. 
who made the information available to sa(_ |] [= 
on June 28, 1949. 


BC 
who made the information available to SA 
on May 27, 1948; ani to SA 
on June 7, 1951. 


on January 16, 1947. 
who made information available to S 0 
on February 6, 1951; to SA 
on June 6, 1951; and also on June 7, 1951. 


who made information available on March 6, 


te POFNTIAN 


who made the information available to 8457 | 
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CONFDENTigy 


ADMINISTRATIVE Dasein muca) 


IDENTITY OF INFORMANTS (Continued) 


An anonymous source who made information available in 


1943. 


| as made information available to an 


unknown person in the New York Office in January of 1950. 


who made information available to an un- 
the New York Office on November 3, 1947. 


nown person o 


oe a na 


A 


STANDARD PORI NO. 64 


} 
TO 3 


ce FROM : 


SUBJECT: 


me 


1 Office Memerandum e UNITED Sa GOVERNMENT 


DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: July 16, 1951 
SAC, CHICAGO 


WILLARD MOTLEY 
SECURITY MATTER O 


? 


Enclosed, herewith, are five copies of the report +A qe 
of sa dated guly 16, 1952. 
b7C 

Due to the fact that a reliable informant reported 

that subject is an eccentric and not a member of 

the Communist Party, and inasmuch as he is a prom- 

inent author and no evidence was developed that 

MOTLEY was ever a member of the Communist Party, 

no request to interview the subject is being made. 


HSP :bjh 
100 -21911 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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—— *nformant later adutaed that Y 


a 
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ca Co 1556 ential 
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Jao ~38 2070- 3 By Special essen ger 
Date: October 10, 1952 
Ta: bi 


Office of Consular 4 /a ire 
Depar nent of State 
Washington, D. Ce 


From: John gar Joover, Director 7 
Federal Sureau of Investication IR 


Subject: VI ARD VOTLEY 
SRCIRITY PTER =- 2 


Attached hereto ts 
tion received fron 
Cuernaveca, Morelos, Zé 7 


The correspondent's letter has been acknowledged 
and he has been advised of this referral. 


Tor your information, he filea of thie Bureau reflect 
that investigation was conducted dy our n t ago Office on one 
Willard “otley who appears to be identical orth the aud ject 
of the correspondence. This inuestication disclosed that “otley, 

a rezident of 209 dert Sunerior Street, Chicago, Illinois, ia an 
author and ts reported to have been bora July le, 1912, at 

Chicago, ZII Inos. A confidential informant of srown reliability 
advised that classes of the Workers scnool were held in otley 
apartment dur ing 19%. In the trial of the Tnited States vs. 
Willian Z. Foster, et al, Frank 2, Yeyer, a Tovernment witness, 
testified on Axril 13, 1929, nye the siucational Department of 
the Comauntst Party eLperutsedl the ecucation in the workers : 
School and decided on tpg, gynta tethod of recruiting. i 
He sestified the echool was opened to “arty ard non-vparty 
people and was ssed to ee nei dg n ο tue Communist Far tz 
and to teach Mrz isa an en inisa 


ce 7 
In Apr:, 1950, another informant of known reliability 
advised that #tlilcerd ſotley was scheduled to de one 9% the i 
sneakers at a »eeting sponsorde! qu ate nee, courpiH af Arts, 
Sciences, and Profesrions to be held “at the 1 og sage 
Midland Hotel, 172 Zeat Adams Regen ‘uf sae j how DOr 438 € 
lane 957470 id not attend Wise 


ces: Legal Attache (Att À 
Hex i co, D. F. Conf 


ce: For ergn Serv 


* -N Goh 


° 13 a 
ntal By Asr P 0 5 a. 


meeting because of previous comnitments. It is noted tkat 
the At age Council of Arte, Seien es, ard Professions is a 
CA t cage afftliate of the Nattenal Ceunotl of Arta, Sciences 
and Profess lens, according te a reliable informant, fhe 
latter organization hae been cited as a Communtst front dy 
the Senate Fuct-Finding Committee on Un~-Americen Activities 
of the Caltfornia Legialature, 


"The Worker," Illinois edition fer April 9, 1950, 
carried an article stating that Hilliard Motley was one of 
the sponsors for the Fearl Hart testimonial dinner thet was 
de ing spensored by the Midweat Committee fer Frotect tes of 
Foreign Born to be held at Bismarck Kotel on April 8, 1950, 
The Midweat Counittee for Frotectton of Foreign Born te the 
Midwest organization of the American Conrmittee for Pretectiten 
of Foreign Born, which latter organization has been cited by 
the Attorney Generci as being a Communtst organtzation coming 
within the purview of Executtve Order 9835. 


According to other reliable inf ornan ts, Motley has 
been a subscriber to the "Doily Forker" and was one of the 
signera of an open letter to Senatore and Congresenes urgiag 
the defeat of President Truman's arma program, The letters, 
according to the inforaacat, were sponsored by the Coanittee 
for Feaceful Alternatives. A reliable informant advised ia 
June, 2951, that the National Cenmittec for Peaceful Alternatives 
te net an organtzetion set up by the Communist Party but the 
Farty has shown an interest in using the potential influence 
of this orgauntzation age a nass peace ovement., The Communist 
Party members are at work tn thie organtzatton but do not 
control it. 


Wiliard tiotley is alse Listed on the letterhead of 
the ‘tage for Action as one of the Chicago sponsore of thie 
organisation, The Stage far Actton haa been reported by a 
reliable inforsent as a Cennun ist dominated group which 
frequently puts on plays, here, and rallies fer the Comnunist 
Party. 


Further, information has been received from an tnformant 
of known reliability to the effect that he considers Uotley te 
de ax eccentric and he does net believe Yfotley is presently a 
member of the Cemmunist Farty. 


Should any information come to your attention concerning 
Yotley'’sa activities in Mexice, it would be appreciated if you 
would furnish any such dete to this Bureau. If information cones 
to your attention that Motley is returning or has returned to 
the United States, it would also be appreciated if you would 
furntsh any information in your pesaeeston in thte regard. 


This is being eubmitted for your confidential information 
and suck act ton as yeu nay deem appropriate. 


At ment 
oc (At nent) 


Con 1 11 
By »pecial KMessenger 


Attention: Colonel Sheffield kadwerds 
Assistant beputy/iaspection and security 
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Octeder 10, 1951 


Cuernavaca, —Lͤ— s Mezice 970 


767. \ 


Your letter dated Sept enber 29, 1951, haa been 
received, and I appreciate your interest in making this 
information available to ne. 


Inasmuch as the contents of your letter also appear 
to be of interest to the Department of State and the Central 
intelligence Agency, I have taken the liberty of forwardiag 
copies of your communication to these agencies. 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


‘TAINED 


Swe Bs ae 
DA. TE 


Bureau files refleet that Willard Motley ta the 
subject of a closed Security Matter - C case, Chtoago origin, 
Chicago file 109.9. 


2 Adu 8 Ce 
Investig@tipn eo nduet ed in this matter indicated \ 


Motley was eee not a Render 80 THR Fogmun tet Party. 


se Motley has been furnished 
to the pep t dehat 
with 397 request ale the 


informa 4% f to their aai concerning Motley's 
e V fer ra s. 


ce: Chicago (with copy of incoming) 
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SAC, ae o 6 Farch 26, 1952 


Dt ae: Ps 54 55 1000382070) - 


BILLARD MOTLEY 
SECURITY VATTER C 


For your information the 3ureau’s Legal 
Attache, Verico City, advised by airgram dated Varch 
aa, 1952, that the subject was r 5 to have 
departed Fron Heico City on Farch 18, 1952, dy trata, 
én route to Laredo and Houston, Teras. The aud ect 
then plans to fly to Chicago from Houston where he 
exnects to spend several weeks in arranging hte 
income tax mattera, He then plans to fly to New 
York City on business and subsequently to return to 
Mexico. The subject wae reportedly accompanted by 
hia mother when he departed from Vezrioo Citys however, 
he continues to maintain hia household in Cuernavaca, 
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DECODE OF CODED MESSAGE NUMBER 385 DATED MARCH 22, 1952 a m 
MEXICO CITY, MEXICO. RECEIVED VIA AIRGRAM. 


WILLARD MOTLEY, SM - C. SUBJECT REPORTED TO HAVE LEFT MEXICO 
CITY BY TRAIN MARCH 18 ENROUTE LAREDO AND HOUSTON, TEXAS. 
FROM LATTER CITY SUBJECT PLANNED TO FLY TO CHICAGO WHERE HE 
IS TO SPEND SEV; RAL WEEKS ARRANGING HIS INCOME TAX, FOLLOWING 
WHICH HE WILL FLY TO NEW YORK ON BUSINESS AND THEN RETURN TO 
MEXICO, SUBJECT REPORTEDLY ACCOMPANIED BY HIS MOTHER WHEN HE 
LEFT MEXICO CITY. SUBJECT CONTINUES TO MAINTAIN HIS HOUSE- 
HOLD IN CUERNAVACA. FOREGOING SUBMITTED FOR INFORMATION. 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 
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OFFICE OF THE LEGAL ATTACHE 
EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
MEXICO CITY 
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Date: April 16, 1952 G l p> 

To: Director, FBI “6 r 

From: Legat, Mexico (100-792) 

® | 
Subject: WILLARD MOTLEY Oe 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


Re Mexico City airgram of March 22, 
1952. 


Captioned subject returned to Mexico 
City on April 8, 1952. He is believed to have come 
from New York City by train. He has now returned 
to Cuernavaca, where he maintained residence prior 
to his departure for the U.S. on March 18 last. 


Pending. 
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OFFICE OF THE LEGAL ATTACHE 
EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
MEXICO CITY 
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Ta- ee 
Date: July 22, 1952 6 < 
To: Director, FBI 
From: Legat, Mexico (100-792) le Ea 
: . 
Subject: WILLARD MOTLEY GLR 
SECURITY MATTER - C K* 


Remy let April 16, 1952 in captioned matter. 


Since return of the subject to Mexico on April 8, 
1952, at which time he proceeded to Cuernavaca, Morelos, to 
resume residence, no information has come to the attention of 
this office reflecting that MOTLEY is actively engaged in 
Communist Party or related activities there. 


bl 
bl 
e 
Confidential Informants F planning 
52 to spend several days each week in Cuernavaca within the 
. immediate future at which time efforts will be made to dot er- 
97 mine the nature of his present activities, 
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OFFICE OF THE LEGAL ATTACHE 
EMBASSY OF THE UNITED aT OF AMERICA 


MEXICO CNY 
| 


Date: September 29, 1952 | / 
: Director, FBI | 2 95 

From: Legat, Mexico (100-792) N 

Subj ect: WILLARD MOTLEY 


SECURITY MATTER © 


GIRS 


Remylet July 22, 1952. 


Since the submission of referenced letter 
Confidential Informant. spent every 
week-end in Cuernavaca through S eptember iu, 1952. on 
September 19, 1952, the informants advised that although they 
have seen MOTLEY in the downtown section of Cuernavaca on 
several occasions they have not seen him at any of the 
social gatherings they have attended which are frequented 
by the American Communist element in Cuernavaca, 


n the same date informants reported they had 
talla d urls Sete. ooncorning MOTLEY on September lk, 
1952. On this occasion tated that MOTLEY has with- 


drawn almost completely from the Cuernavaca social life and 
is spending the greater part of his time writing in his home. 


The informants departed from Mexico City on 
September 20 last, and will not return untilthe middle of 
October, next. Upon their return they will continue to 
follow the activities of MOTLEY in Cuernavaca, Morelose Any 
activities of the Communist Party or related groups in that 
area will be immediately reported to the Bureau, 
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OFFICE OF THE LEGAL ATT} - 9 
EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMI 
MEXICO CITY 
Date: November 24, 1952 
Tos Director, FBI : 
Fron: Legat, Mexico 100-792 7 
Subject: WILLARD MOTLEY Lei. 
SECURITY MATTER - C. | 
) 
* Remy lot September 29, 1952. ] 
On October 2h, 1952, A 52 
that the subject had moved from his o ess in Cuernavaca 


and is currently residing at Calzada de Atzingo 8-A, Cuernavaca, °/0 
Morelos, Mexico. His telephone number is Cuernavaca 15654. 


According to information picked up by the informants 
in Cuernavaca, MOTLEY is writing a book at the present time and 
continues to lead a very secluded life. The informants further | 
advise that he has not attended any of the recent social functions 
in Cuernavaca at which American Communists and sympathizers have 
been in attendance. ` 


In view of the negative nature of the foregoing, no 


local dissemination is being made. 


Pending. 
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Date: Jenvary 13,1953 ie 
To: Director, FBI 
Prom: Legat, Mexico 100-792 
e SECURITY MATTER - C. N Q l. R. $ 


Inasmuch as confidential informants of this 
effice and sources of information in a position to furnish 
information relative to individuals in Cuernavaca, Morelos, 
Mexieo, have furnished no data reflecting that the subject 
has been active in Communist Party or related activities in 
Cuernavaca, this case is being placed in a pending inactive 
status, subject to being reopened on the receipt of informa- 
tion indicating that MOTLEY is again becoming active. 


In view of the administrative nature of the foregoing, 
no local dissemination is being made. 
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Pending inactive. 


` GPM: LH 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ö F 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFI : 7 
DATE EAN py SS L. hc. A/ 


i 90 „F Jo 
REGARDED - 10646 In 29 88e es ae 


à — 
y] — — hiim- 
rae a š l OO a eee 
E l hat e D 8 


| 
: 4 


> # 
ee 
| wie Ct. *. C. - Mee, tay kos 


EB 4 ga 


-a 222 


— 


van DARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum „ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


~ 
TO : Director, FBI DATE: 7/21/53 C — 
LIB pron : SAC, New York (100-10l 791) 
K- SUBJECT: WILLARD MOTLEY si 
SECURITY MATTER =- C e 


} 


Ge2 at New York furnished information on May 5, 1951, which indicated 
that one WILLARD MOTLEY was the chairman of a Midnight Meeting in the Palm 
Room of the Hotel Diplomat, 108 West 3rd Street, New York, New York, on 
Saturday, March 24, 1951, sponsored by the Theatre Division of the National 
Couneil of Arts, Sciences and Professions, 


At this meeting, various speakers condemned the Activities of the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities. 


On March 1, 1949 | erben information which indicated BID 
that the subject, WILLARD MOTLEY, author of the novel, "Knock on Any Door," 

was a scheduled speaker at a Mass Rally of the Harlem Chapter of the Civil 

Rights Congress on March 6, 1949 at the Rembrandt Casino, 138th Street and 

7th Avenue, New York, New York. 


On January 9, 1952 L |furnishea a copy of the letterhead of 
the National Council of Arts, Sciences and Professions, Incorporated, dated 
December 28, 1951, on which the subject's name appears as a member of the 
Board of Directors. 


On June 4, 1953, SA eee asl by pretext telephone call to 
Appleton Century Crafts, Incorporated, West 32nd Street, New York, 
New York. The publishers of the subject's book, "Knock on Any Door,“ b7C 
ascertained that the subject had been to Mexico in 1952 and currently resides 
in Chicago. 


"American Novelists of Today," by H. R. WARFEL, CA ae B, the 
American Book Company (1951), indicates that the subject , born Jyly Ih, 1912 
at Chicago, was a radio script writer and the author of "Knock on Any Door, “ 
published in 1947; the book was subsequently made into a motion picture 
starring HUMPHREY BOGART. 


Logical sources fail to reflect any indication of the subject's 
residence or employment in New York. 


Ghicago is requested to verify the subject's birth and contact 
all logical sources in an effort to locate the subject. 


1 +» Chicago (RM) 5 7 


l - Los Angeles (RM) 7 ne 2 K P 74 7 
RECORDED-99 pice | 


pae! gy "t 23 1883 p 
- urn ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED” i 


57 AUG 10 b 8888 8 ne 1 


— 


Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 100-10 791 


Los Angeles is requested to contact appropriate sources in an 
attempt to ascertain subject's whereabouts. 


DESCRIPTION 

Name WILLARD MOTLEY 

Race agro 

Sex Male 

Age 40 

Born July l4, 1912, at Chicago, Illinois 
Height 51 11" (approx.) 

Weight 160 los. (approx.) 

Complexion Light brown 

Characteristics May have small moustache 


SAC, Chtoago (100-8281911) August 1e, 1963 
RECORDED-35 yay ff Yar AO -f abd 
Direotor, pt (100-388070) 


g-103 f 
WILLARD MOTLEY 
| SECURITY MATTER 0 $ 
By atrgram dated Auguat 5, 1953, the Legal Attaohe 
tn Mexico haa advtsed that, acoording to an informant, the 
subject and hte 3 departed t oe AA by atr August 2 
Ten h b7C 


otley a too 
Aber — tr vistt tn the Mises tates, tan ts of . 
duration, according te the informant. 


The above ts for your tnformat‘{cn. 


NOTS ON Y#L LOW: 


Subject not on SI. He ts a Negro author, who has 


resided tn Mextco stnce 1951. He has ertbed as 
pro-Communist and “eccentric.” state have been advised. 
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DECODE OF COBED.MESSAGE NUMBER 37 DATED AUGUST 5, 1953 AT 1< 
5 MEXICO CITY, MEXICO, RECEIVED VIA AIRGRAM 
ao ALA MOTLEY, SM - C. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT] OVISES 
b SUBJECT AND MOTHER DEPARTED MEXICO CITY BY AIR AUGUST 2 EN - 
ROUTE CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, WHERE THEY PLAN TO STAY WITH 
CHICAGO 21. THEY PLAN TO RETURN 
TO MEXICO FOLLOWING A VISIT OF UNCERTAIN DURATION IN THE U.S. 


50 — 


RECEIVED: 8-7-53 9:55 AM RLG 
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m AUG 18 1953 
If the intelligence contained in the above notaio. is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrassd in 
order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. ok 
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Office Memorandum 
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ro - DIRECTOR, FBI 


SUBJECT: WILLARD MOTLEY 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
00: New York 


A 
4 . Re New York letter to Bureau dated July 21, 1953, 


requesting contact with appropriate sourcés to determine if pœ sible 


YO the present whereabouts of above subject. 
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motion picture writer in Hollywood, 
advised he knows MOTLEY only by reputetion as author of the book 
"Knock on any Door,” never met him personally, and never heard that 
he ever resided on the west coast. Informant had no information - 
as to subject's whereabouts. 


all writers connected w & ndus- 


try, was made with negative results. 


Subject is not registered as a member or otherwise b 
listed with the local Screen Writers Guild, an affiliate of Authors b 
League of America. | 


Ly de ves that WILLARD MOTLEY is not carried 
as a member of or otherwise recorded with the Southern California 
(Hollywood) Chapter of the National Council of Arts, Sciences and 
Profeasions 2 9 


Los Angeles indices reflect the following information 
which may possibly already be known to New York: 


By airtel to Boston dated February 5, 1953, the Bur- ri 
eau advised that according to information received from Legat, LÉ- 
Mexico City, unknown individuals driving a 1951 Chrysler, bearing // 


1952 or 1953 Massachusetts plaes 239100, had been in recent contact 


with GORRON KAHN at Cuernavaca, Mexico; that Il associate DIC 
of GORDON; N and of WILLARD MOTLEY, Negro_Communist in Cuernavaca, 

was observed in this car with unknown subjects during last week in 
January (1953). O ' 
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For the information of New York, GORDON KAHN is the 
former Hollywood film writer and Security Index subject at Los 
Angeles, who is now living in Mexico. 


Accarding to a memorandum dated April 4, 1952 from 
the American Embassy in Mexico City to the State Department, one 
WILLARD MOTLEY was one of a list of individuals residing at that 
time in Cuernavaca, Mexico, who were described as Communists or 
Communist suspects, 


Hollywood, Ca ornia, 
telephonically advised the Los Angeles Office that during a trip 
to Cuernavaca, Mexico, in December, 1952, she had met a nugber of 
peo suspected of being Communists or pro-Communists, including 
J OHN IGHT and WILLARD MOTLEY, the latter described as a Negro 
writér. These people frequented the Bella Vista Hotel in Cuernavaca. 


555 was recontacted on September 22, 1953 for BIC 
any adaitional information she might have in regard to WILLARD 7 
MOTLEY. She recalled that at the time she met him in Cuernavaca b7D 


last December, he appeared to be rather well known and accepted 
by the colony of writers and artists that reside in Cuernavaca. 

[ows nothing else in regard to MOTLEY since then, but 
as friends in Cuernavaca with whom she corresponds. She said 


she would discreetly attempt to determine through her friends if 
MOTLEY still resides in Cuernavaca and advise this office. 


By way of identification, above-mentioned JOHN BRIGHT 
is one of a number of former film writers from Hollywood now liv- 
ing in Mexico whose one-time affiliation with the Communist Party 
at Los Angeles has been reliably established, 


It would appear, from information set out in retet 
from New York, that MOTLEY may now be residing in the Chicago area. 
Since Los Angeles has not had previous serials in this matter, it 
is being left to the discretion of New York to determine whether 
[Tavestigation by Legat, Mexico /S deemed necessary at this time. RUC. 
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REPORT MADE AT DATE WEEN 5712, KEH 512,19 REPORT MADE BY 

NEW YORK ACT 141953 bATs3139/25029/53 Aoo a 
í TITLE : l CHARACTER OF CASE 
\ WILLARD MOTLEY SECURITY MATTER = C 

\ 7 $ 3 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ey À” | / 1 


Subject, author, reportedly born 7/12 at Chicago, Illinoise Informant advised 
subject presently residing Chicago, Illinois, Subject reportedly on Board of 
Directors, NCASP, 1950, 19513 chairman NCASP meeting March, 1951; active in 
NCASP since 1948; was speaker at CRC rally March, 1949; sponsor of IA rally 


April, 1949; in February, 19h49, signed statement denouncing prosecution of 12 
CP leaders, 
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DETAILS s 2-21-09 7” 


This case is predicated upon information received 
of known reliability, that the subject was the Chairman of a Midnight Meet 
b2 in the Palm Room of the Hotel Diplomat, 108 West 43rd Street, New York, New 


b7D York, sponsored by the Theatre Division of the National Council of Arts, 
Sciences, and Professions. 


"NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE ARTS, SCIENCES, AND PROFESSIONS * 


"le Cited as a Commnist front, (Congressional Committee o 
Un-American Activities, Review of the Scientific and 
Cultural Conference for World Peace arranged by the 
GOPIKA MEIER TED National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions 


and held in New York Ci March 25, and 27, 19 
28 Mar 8 1883 House Report Ne. 195k “April 26, 1950 le. 
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NY 100-104791 
BACKGROUND 
Birth 


In the book, "American Novelists of Today," by H. R. WERFEL 
(1951 ~ American Book Company), it is reported that WILLARD MOTLEY, author 
of the novel, "Knock on Any Door," was born July li, 1912, at Chicago, 
Tllinois, 


Residence 


of unknown reliability but who is acquainted with the 
subject's activities, advised on June h, 1953 that the subject was a resident 
of Chicago, Illinois, and had never been a resident of New York, Informant 
was unable to furnish an address for the subjects 


Occupation 


In the bock, "American Novelists of Today,” mentioned above, 
it is reported that the subject in 197 had his first novel, "Knock on Any 
Door," published, The article further reveals that the subject has had many 8 
jobs in the past, including being a housing authority interviewer and a ge N 
writer for the Office of Civilian Defenses ( 


\ 
CONNECTIONS WITH THE SUBVERSIVE MOVEMENT ` 


Comunist Front Groups 


National, Council of Arts, Sciences, and Professions 


. of known reliability, advised that as of December 28, 
1951, WILLARD MOTLEY was a member of the Board of Directors of the National 
Council of Arts, Sciences, and Professions. 


[sies that as of November 21, 1950, WILLARD MOTLEY was 
a member of the Board of Directors of the asp. The May 2, 1950 issue of 
the New York "Herald Tribune" lists the names of the officers of the NCASP 


b2 


b7] 


NY 100-10 791 


for 1950, WILLARD MOTLEY is shown as a member of the Board of Directorse 


. of known reliability, advised that WILLARD MOTLEY 
was the Chairman of a Midnight Meeting in the Palm Room of the Hotel 
Diplomat, 108 West 43rd Street, New York, New York, on March 2hy 1951, 
sponsored by the Theatre Division of the National Council of Arts, Sciences, 
and Professions, Informant advised that at this meeting, various speakers 
condemned the activities of the House Committee on Un-American Activities, 


The February 21, 1949 issue of the "Daily Worker," an East 
Coast Communist newspaper, lists WILLARD MOTLEY among four hundred sponsors 
of the Cultural and Scientific Conference for World Peace in New York Citys 
March 25 to 27, 1949¢ This conference was under the auspices of the NCASP, 
according to the article. 


The October 20, 198 issue of the New York "Times" carries 
a full page advertisement issued by the National Council of Arts, Sciences 
and Professions, pledging support to the candidacy of HENRY WALLACE for 
President of the United States. WILLARD MOTLEY is listed among the signers 
of this advertisement. 


The Civil Rights Congress 


The Civil Rights Congress has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 


[____edvised that WILLARD MOTLEY, author of "Knock On Any Door," 
was a scheduled speaker at a Mass Rally of the Harlem Chapter of the Civil 
Rights Congress on March 6, 199, at the Renaissance Casino, 138th Street 
and 7th Avenue, New York, New Yorke 


Young Progressives of America 


[of known reliability, advised in 1949 that the Young 
Progressives of America is Communist dominated. 


a 


NY 100=104791 


[| of known reliability, advised that the subject was b2 
among the sponsors of the "Salute to F.D.R." rally at Manhattan Center on b7D 
April 21, 1949, sponsored by the Young Progressives of America, 


Committee For United States Participation in the 
American Continental Congress for World Peace 


"le Cited as a section of the parent organization, the 
American Continental Congress for Peace, which was 
tanother phase in the Communist world peace! Campaign, 
aimed to consolidating anti-American forces throughout 
the Western Hemi sphere, (Congressional Committee on 
Un-American Activities, House Report No. 378, on the 
Communist 'Peace! Offensive, April 25, 1951, original 
date, April 1, 1951, p. 21.) u 


The July 29, 1949 issue of the "Daily Worker" lists WILLARD 
MOTLEY “among the leading U.S. scientists, educators, artists, religious 
and labor leaders who have endorsed the Continental Congress," in an article 
announcing a peace congress to be held in Mexico City September 5 to 10, 
1949, as announced July 28, 1949 by the Committee for United States Partici- 
pation in the American Continental Congress for World Peace. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


The February 28, 1949 issue of the "Daily Worker" carries an 
article which reports that WILLARD MOTLEY, author of "Knock On Any Door," 
was among the signers of a joint statement to the Attorney General of the 
United States denouncing the government prosecution of the National Communist 
Party leaders for "mere advocacy of their political views," This statement 
was prepared by the Committee For Free Political Advocacy, 11 West hand 
Street, New York, New Yorke 


The January - February, 199 issue of the "Voice of Freedom," 
a bulletin published by the Voice of Freedom Committee, armounced a camoaign 


oy are 


NY 100+10),791 


to open one of the four major networks to a Negro news commentator, The 


subject's name appears in a list of eighteen Negro candidates to be voted 
for in connection with this campaigne 


VOICE OF FREEDOM 


"le Among publications which the committee found 'to be 
Comminist initiated and controlled, or so strongly 
influenced as to be in the Stalin solar system. 
(California Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Report, 1948, p. 225.) n 


The files of the Bureau of Special Services and Investigation, 
New York City Police Department, were reviewed by SAC I with b7C 
the following results: 

"WILLARD MOTLEY (no address): Name appeared in advertisement 
of National Gouncil of Arts, Sciences and Professions as favoring election 
of HENRY WALLACE for President (1948). 


"Sponsor, Cultural and Scientific Conference for World 
Peace under auspices of National Council of Arts, Sciences and Professions 
at Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New York City, March 25 to 27, 199. 


"Sponsor, National Non~Partisen Committee to Defend the 
Rights of the 12 Communist Leaders (19). 


The files of the Bureau of Criminal Identification, New York 
City Police Department, the Greater New York Retail Credit Bureau, and the 
New York City Board of Elections reflect no information concerning the 
subjects 


all of knowm reliability, advised 
that they could furnish no information concerning the subjects b2 


b7D 


NY 100~10),792 


DESCRIPTION 


[__]describes the subject as follows: 


92 Name: WILLARD MOTLEY 
Races Negro 
Sex: Male 
Age: 1¹ 
Born: July IU, 1912, Chicago, Illinois 
Height: 511m (approximately) 
Weight: 160 pounds (approximately) 
Hair: Black 
byes: Brown 
Complexion: Light Brown 
Characteristics: May have small moustache 

-P ~ 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


INFORMANTS 

Date of Activity Agent File # 
Identity of and/or description Date to whom and where 
Source of information Received furnished located 


.. pretext phone Subject!s residence 6/4/53 Instant file 
call to Appleton at Chicago, III. 
Century Crofts, Inc. 
35 We 32nd St., NYC, 
publishers of 


"Knock On Any Door" 


Board of Directors, 1/9/52 SA 100=93553=763 
NCASP 3/1/49 SA 10093553580 
11/21/50 100-80675-1359 
Meeting of Theatre 5/5/51 SA Instant file 
Division, NCASP, 
3/24/51 
p2 
| Documentation of | . 
YPA lowes: 
Sponsors of YPA 17217/liꝰ SA 100~9376)-315 


"Salute to F. D. R. 
rally 4/21/49 


Negative 6/2/53 SA nstant report 


NY 100=10)791 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd) 


INFORMANTS (Cont'd 


Date of Activity Agent File # 
Identity of and/or description Date to whom and where 
Source of information Received furnished located 
Negative 6/2/53 stant report 
S72 
1 . 6/12/53 n 
b2 
b7D 
* N * N n n" 


MISCELLANEOUS 


For the information of offices receiving copies of this report, | 
the following information concerning the subject appears in "American Novelists of 
Today," by H. R. WERFEL (American Book Company 1951): 


"WILLARD MOTLEY was torn July Ih, 1912 in Chicago, Illinois, 
He has made four transcontinental trips; by bicycle, 'jalopy,' thumb and brake 
rods, During his days of wandering he was a student, football player, ranch 
hand, migratory worker, cook, salesman, dishwasher, janitor, waiter, chauffeur, 
laboratory technician and radio script writer. He has also worked as a housing 
authority interviewer end a writer for the Office of Civilian Defense, 


"His first novel, knock on Any Door, (1947), is about a 
boy, NICK ROMANS, who grew up on the streets of Chicago. He passes from juvenile 
mischief to crime. Reform school corrupts and hardens him; he eventually turns 
killer and dies in the electric chair, This story was made into a powerful motion 
picture starring HUMPHREY BOGART, which became propaganda in the fight against 
juvenile delinguency." 


NY 100-104791 

ADMINISTRATIVE PACE (Cont'd) 
LEADS 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


At Chicago, Illinois 


Will verify the subject's birth reported to be July 1h, 1912, 
and will contact all logical sources in an effort to locate the subjecta 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


At Los Angeles, California 


Will contact appropriate sources in an attempt to ascertain 
subject's whereaboutse 


* 


a 
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RECORDED-34 
100=382070— * 
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10¹ : 
SECRET AIR COURIER 
Dates: November 23, 1953 
To: Legal Attache 
Mexico, D. F. 
Fron: Director, FBI 
Subject: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
Reference is made to your airgran 
dated 8-7-53. 
There is enclosed one copy of a 
self-explanatory letter dated 10-28-53, 
Fron the Chicago Division. 
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SUBJECT: WILLARD FRANCI 
. SECURITY MATTER ~ C 
ee (Origin: CHICAGO) 
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Re New York letter to tne Bureau dated Ju 
21, 1953; Bureau letter to Chicago dated August lu, 
1953; Los Angeles Letter to Bureau dated September 28, . 
1953; report of F October sal 
lh, 1953, at New Yorke PA 


\ 


On October 23, 1953, Mrs. MARY Sn ERIK CIE , 


mother of the captione bject, was interviewed únder 
suitable pretext by SA at her home at 
350 West 60th Street, Chicago, at whic ime she advised 


that REY MOTILEY nas returned to Mexico and is presently 
residing at Calzado At z ingo, No. 8A, Curenayaca, Morelos, 
Mexico. 


2 m 


Concerning the subject's birth data, Mrs. 
MOTLEY intiormed that WILLARD MOTLEY was born on July lu, 
1909, at Chicago, Iilinois. It is to be noted that Mrs. 
MOTLEY exhibited a hospital receipt received from the 
Chicago Union Hospital, Chicago, Iilinois, dated July 16, 
1909, substantiating the above information. 


Current informant checks in the Chicago area 
and the records of the Chicago Police Department failed 
to reflect any current information identifiable with 
WILLARD MOTLEY. 


Inasmuch as the files of the Chicago Office con- 
tain numerous references pertaining to WILLARD MOTLET IS 
membership and affiliations witn various front group 
organizations, a summary report wiil be prepared by the 
Chicago Office recommending that the subject be included 
on the Security Index. i 
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Office Memorandum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI DATE: 10/29/53 
07M, om Sad, Los Angeles (100-46461) 
We 
O 
SUBJECT: WILLARD i 
4 2 SECURITY MATTER - C a | 
00 - New York 30 N N - 
207 2 J 
m Pea — 
b 70 Rerep of SA 10/14/53, at New York, which aets 


cut a lead for LA to contact sources to ascertain subject's whereabouts. 


It is noted that this same investigation was requested by NY's 
letter to Bureau dated 7/21/53 and was covered RUC'd by LA's letter to ~ 
Bureau, 9/28/53, copies to NY and Chicago. 


Accordingly, therefore, this case will remain in closed status at 
LA unless additional investigation is requested. 
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SUGGESTED BUREAU INDEXING 


No additional indexing required. 
Derogatory information regarding 
individuals listed herein other than 
subject previously reported or is 
currently being submitted by this 
office in individual reports relating 
to these persons. 


Above applies, with the exception of 
those names checked in blue ink on 
right-hand margin, original pages. 


New information. Normal indexing 
suggested, 
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SECURITY INFORMATION-CONFADENTIAL 


THis CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO FILE No 


DATE WHEN MADE 


11/20/53 


PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 


eee | 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 


SECURITY MATTER - C 
N o Gh 


oN 


WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY presently resides in Mexico and is self employed as an 
author. in 1951, MOTLEY reportedly declared "Dow with the United States" 
while offering the toast to the Commmists, MOTLEY was sponsor to the Bill 
of Rights Conference in 1949; supported HENRY WALLACE in presidential oampaign 
1948; sponsor to the Cultural and Scientific Conference sponsored by the 
National Counoil of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions in 1949; member of the 
Board of Directors of the National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions 
1950-1951; lasted as a speaker at the "Humanity Versus The H-Bomb" Conference 
Sponsored by the Chicago Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions 19503 
chairman of the Midnight Meeting sponsored by the Theatre Division of the National 
Council of Arts, Sciences, and Professions 1951; contact of the Chicago Council 
of the Arts, Sdienoes, and Professions 1951-1952; speaker at a miss rally of 

the Harlem Chapter of the Civil Rights Congress 19493; endorsed the Continental 
Congress sponsored by the Committee for United States Participation in the 
American Continental Congress for World Peace 1949; speaker at a reception 
sponsored by the Congress of Amerioan Women 1949; subscriber to the "Daily 
> Worker" 1943, 1950-1951; and the "Worker" 1950-1951; sponsor PEARL HART 
4 Testimonial Dinner 1950; signer to an open letter to Senators and Congressmen 

3 urging the defeat of President TRUMAN'S Arms Program 1950 sponsored by the 


National Committee for Peaceful Alternatives; authorized use of his name 
protesting trial of 12 convicted Communist Party leaders in New York in 
1949; alternate to the Progressive Party National Convention 1950; speaker 
Et a symposium sponsored by the Progressive Party 1948; forwarded a 

. Wommunication to the Secretary of State, Springfield, Illinois, on behalf 

\ lof the Progressive Party program to obtain a place on the ballot in 1950 
;feneral election in Illinois; affiliated with a Workers School, Chicago, 19425 
sponsor of the "Salute to F.D.R." rally sponsored by the Young Progressives 
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DETAILS: AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


The title of this report is being marked "changed" to record 
the true name of the subject as WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY as obtained from 
[___] of unknom reliability, but who is in a position to furnish reliable 

informtion. 


1. morron lI A 
a. Birth Data 


2 supra, advised on October 23, 1953, that WILLARD FRANCIS 
MOTLEY was born on July 14, 1909, at Chicago, Illinois, and that his father 
was ARCHIBALD JOHN MOTLEY and his mother was MARY FREDERICA HUSS MOTLEY. 


It is to be noted that] _ exhibited a hospital receipt from 
the Chicago Union Fospital, Chicago, Illinois, dated July 16, 1909, 
substantiating the above informtion. 


b. Present loyment 


supra, advised that WILIARD FRANCIS MOTLEY is self 
employed aS AH author and is presently residing in Mexico where he is 
attempting to obtain informtion for his new book, the title of which 
is unknown to the informant. 


It should be noted that in the book "American Novelists 
of Today" by H.R. WARFEL (1951 - American Book Company) it was reported that 
in 1947 MOTLEY had had his first novel "Knock On Any Door" published. 


Cə Residences 


supra, advised that WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY presently 
resides at Galzado Atzingo, No. &, Cuernavaca, Morelos, Mexico. 


of knowm reliability, advised on €ctober 23, 1953, 
that WILLIAM MOTLEY presently resides at Apartado 248, Cuernavaca, 
Mexico. ` 


f 
w 
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Former Residence S 5 — CGN A a ata A. 


9 — advised on 
April’ 6, 19 LLARD MOTLEY, author of "Knock On Any ees resided 


at 208 East Superior Street, in 1950 and 1951. 


Ca ‘of known reliability, advised on November 25, 1951, that. one 
W. MOTLEY resided at 1420 Born Kedzie Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 


| = of mom reliability, advised in June 1942, that one WILIARD | 
MOTLEY res 


ed at. 1261 South Halsted Street, chicago, Illinois, in 1942. 


d. Education 

[__]supra, advised that WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY graduated from 
Englewood High School, Chicago, Illinois, and had attended the University 
of Wisconsin for an unknown period of time. 
e. Marital Status 


[| supra, advised that WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY is single. 


f. Relatives 


[___]supra, listed the following relatives of WILLARD FRANCIS — 
MOTLEY: . 


3 „ mother O 


250 er 5 Street, ae 


Chicago 
firs* ARCHIBALD sony Sonex (deceased) ` O 
7 a Father . 
ö m . — 27 
{ 
1 + 2 * Prine. win arn n e 
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RITA MOTLEY, 
(deceased) 


Ibn7C 


go Military Record 


reliable and confidential source, advised on May 29, 1951, 
that WILLARD MOTLEY, 208 West Superior Street, Chicago, had no military 
record. 


| or, substantiated the above information concerning the 
subject's mi ry status. 


h. Criminal Record 


Records of the Bureau of Records and Commnications, Chicago 
Police Department, Chicago, Illinois, were reviewed on October 8, 1953, 
by S and reflected that WILLARD MOTLEY, 208 West 
Superior Street, Chicago, was arrested on August 29, 1951, for drunkenness 
and causing a disturbance and was discharged on August 29, 1951. 


1. Credit Record 


Records of the Hill's Reports Inc., a Chicago credit agency, were 


. checked on October 8, 1953, by SE nd failed to reflect 
: any record identifiable with WILLARD MOTLEY. 


on 
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J. Other Background TEPER 
Information Pertaining GO! 
to WILLARD MOTLEY 


supra, advised that WILIARD FRANCIS MOTLEY had informed her 
in the pas his book "Knock On Any Door" had been translated into 
Spanish and as a result he is entitled to receive a substantial amount in 
royalties from this translation but will not be able to collect this money 
except in Spain. 


According to the informant, MOTLEY advised that he intended to 
reside in Spain subsequent to the completion of his new book "name unknown", 
and further stated that he did not intend to return to the United States. 


II. CONNECTIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY 


a. Revolutionary Statements 
Wade by the Subject Showing 
Advocacy of the Overthrow 
of the Government by Force 
and Violence 


On September 29, 1951, | | of unknown reliability, but who is 
in a position to furnish reliable informtion, advised that on September 23, 
1951, in the dining room of the Bella Vista Hotel, Cuernavaca, Mexico, he 
heard WILLARD MOTLEY, a Negro writer and eight of his black and white friends 
toast the Commnists crying "Down with the United States". 


Current Informant Check 


The following informants, all of know reliability who are generally 
familiar with the Communist Party and related groups in the Chioago area, 
advised on the below listed dates that they were unable to furnish any 
informtion pertaining to the subject: 


~ October 8, 1953 


- October 8, 1953 
- October 9; 1953 


GG 100-21911 


b ui Kai HAL 


— Ootober 9, 1953 
— October 27, 1953 


— teensy which 
oLlects Security Information 
in the Chicago Area 


This informant advised on October 8, 1953, that s unable 
to furnish any current information identifiable with WILLARD MOTLEY. 


———— — —. 8 


III. MISCELLANEOUS 


Bill of Rights Conference 


of known reliability, advised on June 8, 1950, that the 
Bill of Rights Conference had been sponsored by the Communist Party and that 
the Communist Party had guided preparation for the conference. ( 


supra 


On June 20, 1949, this inf ornant mde available a pamphlet 
entitled "Call to a Bill of Rights Conference" which reflected that 
WILLARD MOTLEY, author, was sponsor to the Bill of Rights Conference 
which was scheduled to be held on July 16,17, 1949, at the Henry 
Hudson Hotel, New York. 


The Chicago Council of the 


Arts, Sciences, and Professions (CCASP } 


The National Council of the 
Arts, Sciences, and Professions (NCASP 


of kmown reliability, advised on March 6, 1952, that 
the CCASP is an 2ffiliate of the NCASP. 


The House Committee on Un-American Activities in their Guide 
dated Yay 16, 1951, cited the NCASP as a Communist Front. 


* 
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CONDE. wear 
The October 20, 1948 issue’ of the"New York Times" carried a 
full page advertisement issued by the NCASP pledging support to the candidacy 
of HENRY WALLACE for President of the United States. One WILLARD MOTLEY 
was listed among the signers of this advertisement. 


The February 21, 1949 issue of the "Daily Worker", infra, 
listed one WILLARD MOTLEY among 400 sponsors of the Cultural and Scientific 
Conference for World Peace in New York City on March 25, 26-27, 1949. 
This conference was sponsored under the auspices of the NCASP. 


The May 2, 1950 issue of the "New York Herald Tribune" listed 
the names of the officers of the NCASP for 1950. The name of one WILLARD 
MOTLEY was reflected as a member of the Board of Directors of the NCASP. 


| Le known reliability 


This informant advised on May 2, 1950, that one WILLARD 
MOTLEY was listed as a speaker at the "Hum@nity Versus the H-Bomb" 
Conference sponsored by the CCASP on May 3, 1950, at the Midland 
Hotel, Chicago, Illinois. 


This informant advised on April 18, 1950, that one WILLARD 
MOTLEY was scheduled to be one of the speakers at the "Humanity Versus 
the H~Bomb"meeting sponsored by the CCASP at the Midland Hotel, 172 
West Adams Street, Chicago, on May 3, 1950. 


On May 4, 1950, this informant stated that a meeting of 
the CCASP was held at the Midland Hotel on May 3, 1950. 


According to the informant one Dr. JOHN J. DeBOER, chairman 
of the NCASP stated that one WILLARD MOTLEY who was scheduled to be 
one of the speakers at this meeting would not be in attendance at this 
meeting because of previous commitments. 


It should be noted that Jof known reliability, advised 
on June 26, 1951, that to his knowledge Professor JOHN DeBOER has been 
referred to officially as a Communist since the early 1940's. The 
informant stated that DeBOER served on a National Council of the 
Communist Front. i 
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On November 21, 1950, this informant advised that as of 
January 21, 1950, one MOTLEY was a member of the Board of 
Directors of the NCASP |U 


supra 


On January 9, 1952, informant stated that as of December 28, 
1951, one WILIARD MOTLEY was a member of the Board of Directors of the 


NCASP PY DD 


nother govermental 
agency which conducts 
personnel and intelligence 


investigations 


This informant advised on Way 5, 1951, that one WILLARD - 
MOTLEY was chairman of the Midnight Meeting in the Palm Room of the 
Hotel Diplomat, 108 West 43rd Street, New York City, New York, on 
Saturday arch 24, 1951, sponsored by the Theatre Division of the 


NCASP. 


: This informant advised on May 9, 1952, that WILLARD MOTLEY, 
writer, 208 East Superior Street, Chi oago, was a contact of the CCASP 
in 1951 and 1952. 


On way 9, 1952, this informant mde available a letter 
bear ing the letterhead of the NCASP, 49 West 44th Street, New York. 
15, Kew York, dated February 25, 1952, which was miled to the CCASP, 
946 North Clark Street, Chicago, and which reflected that one WILLARD 
MOTLEY was on the National Board of Directors of the NCASP in 1952. 


supra 


This informant advised on March 6, 1953, that WILLARD MOTLEY 
208 Last Superior Street, Chicago, was a contact of the CCASP in 1952. (LX) 
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bit Deis bast 
Civil Rights Congress 


The Civil Rights Congress has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


upra 


This informant advised on March 1, 1949, that WILLARD MOTLEY, 
author of "Knock On Any Door",was a scheduled speaker at a mss relly of 
the Harlem Chapter of the Civil Rights Congress on March 6, 1949, at the 
Renaissince Casino, 138th Street and 7th Avenue, New York City, New Torx. (B) 


G 


Committee For United Statss 
Participation in the American 
Continental Congress for 
World Peace 


The Committee For United States Participation in the American 
Continental Congress for World Peace was cited as 2 section of the parent 
organization, the American Continental Congress for Peace, which was 
another phase in the Commnist world "peace" campaign aimed to consolidate 
anti-American forces through the Western Hemisphere, Congressional Committee 
on Un-American Activities House Report No. 378 on the Communist "peace ö 
offensive" April 25, 1951, original date April 1, 1951, page 21. 


The July 29, 1949 issue of the "Daily Worker", infra, listed 
WILLARD MOTLEY among the leading United States scientists, educators, 
artists, religious and labor leaders who have endorsed the Continental 
Congress in an article announcing a peace congress to be held in Mexico 
City September 5-10, 1949, as announced July 28, 1949, by the Committee 
For United States Participation in the American Continental Congress for 
World Peace. 


Congress of American Women 


The Congress of American omen has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive “rder 10450. 
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b 
— unknown reliability, 
T o is in a position to 
furnish reliable information 
This informant advised on March 8, 1950, that WILLARD MOTLEY, 


author, was a speaker at a reception sponsored by the Congress of American 
Women held on November 27, 1949. TA) 


"Daily Workert and "Worker" 
The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast Communist daily newspaper. 
The "Worker" is the Sunday edition of the "Daily Worker", 


of known reliabilit 


This informant advised in 1943, that WILLARD MOTLEY, 1261 
South Halsted Street, Chicago, was à subscriber to the "Daily Worker" 


in 1943 a 
| | of known reliability 


This informant advised on March 28, 1952, that W. MOTLEY, 
1420 Kedzie Avenue, Chicago 23, Illinois, subscribed to the "Daily 
Worker" and the "Worker" in 1950 and 1951. 


Midwest Committee For 
Protection of Foreign Born (MCPFB 


ae supra, advised on May 27, 1948, that the Midwest Committee 
For Protection of Foreign Born is the Midwest organ of the American 
Committee For Protection of Foreign Born. 


The American Committee For Protection of Foreign Born has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 


supra 
This informant advised on April 11, 1950, that one WILLARD 
-10- 
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ie 
wOTLEY was a sponsor to the PEARL T Testimonial Dinner held on April 
8, 1950, at the Bismark Hotel, Chicago, Illinois, 


It is to be noted tha] supra, advised on June 23, 1951, 
that P2ARL HART, Chicago attorney had been introduced to him in the 
past as a member of the Communist Par ty. The informant stated that 
HART was a Communist Party member up to at least October 1945. 


The "Worker", Illinois edition for April 9, 1950, page A, 
colum l, carried an article stating that one WILLARD MOTLEY was one 
of the sponsors for the PEARL HART Testimonial Dinner that was being 
sponsored by the MCPFB to be held at the Bismark Hotel on April 8, 1950. 


National Committee For 
Peaceful Alternatives 


The Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities House 
Report No. 378 on the Communist “peace offensive" dated April 25; 1951, 
cited the NCPA as an organization formed as a result of the Conference 
for Peaceful Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact and which was located 
according to the letterhead dated September 16, 1950, at 30 North 
Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois. 


According to the report the job of the NCPA was to further 
the cause of the Communists in the United States who were doing their 
part in the Moscow campaigne 


upra 

This informant advised in January 1950 that WILLARD MOTLEY, 

author, Chioago, was one of the signers of an open letter to Senators 
and Congressmen urging the defeat of President TRUMAN'S Arms Program, 
Informant advised that these letters were sponsored by the Noea (N W 


National Non-Partisan Committee 


The Bureau of Special Services and Investigations, New York City 


Police Department, advised that the NNPC was formed to defent the rights 
of the twelve Commnist Party leaders who were convicted in New York 
in 1949. a 
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of known reliabilit 


This informant advised on June 30, 1952, that WILLARD MOTLEY, 
208 East Superior Street, Chicago 11, Illinois, authorized the use of 
his name in protesting the trial of the twelve convicted Commnist 
Party leaders in New York in 1949. GU 


Progressive Par ty 


C supra, advised on February 6, 1951, that the Progressive 
Party of Illinois is under the control of the Communist Party and has 
been under Communist Party control since its inception in 1171 01 (u 


| p£ known reliability 


On March 6, 1950, this informant mde available a 42nd Ward 
booklet of the Progressive Party which reflected that one WILLARD MOTLEY 
was appointed an alternate to the Progressive Party National Convention 
to be held in Chicago, Illinois, on February 24-26, 1930. 


The October 22, 1948 issue of the "Chicago Maroon” reflected 
an article entitled "Students For Welfare Point To Election Day". This 
article reflected that WILLARD MOTLEY, author of "Knock On Any Door" 
was listed as a speaker at a symposium to be held at the Jack and Jill 
Theatre on October 27, 1948, sponsored by the Progressive Party. 


It is to be noted that the "Chicago Maroon" is a student 
newspaper published on the campus of the University of Chicago. 


— unknown reliability, 
o is in a position to 
furnish reliable informtion 


This informant advised on May 21, 1950, that WILLARD MOTLEY, 
208 East Superior Street, Chicago, Illinois, forwarded a commnication 
to the Secretary of State, Springfield, Illinois, on behalf of the 
Progressive Party program to obtain a place on the ballot in the November 
1950 general election in Illinois. 
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Voice of Freedom conn’ 


The California Committee on Un-American Activities Report, 
1948, page 225, cited the Voice of Freedom among the publications 
which ‘he committee found "to be Communist initiated and controlled, or 
so strongly influenced as to be in the Stalin solar system. 


The January-February, 1949 issue of the "Voice of Freedom", 
a bulletin published by the Voice of Freedom Committee, announced a 
ca:spaign to open one of the four mjor networks to a Negro news commentator. 
The name of one WILLARD MOTLEY appears in a list of eighteen Negro 
candidates to be voted for in connection with this campaign. 


Workers School 


FRANK S. MEYER, Government witness in the trial of the United 
States versus WILLIAM Z. FOSTER testified on April 13, 1949, that he 
was director of the Chicago Workers School. MEYER testified that the 
Educational Department of the Communist Far ty supervised the education 
in the Workers School and decided on its curriculum and method of 
recruiting. He advised that this school was open to party and non-party 
people and was used to recruit members into the Communist Party and to 
teach Marxism and Leninism. 


52 
b7D | los known reliability 


This informant advised in June 1942, that one WILLARD MOTLEY 
tended bar at the Sky-Hi Dance sponsored by the Workers School at 228 
South Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, in 1942. 


Subsequent to this dance a party was held at WILLARD MOTLEY'S 
room at 1261 South Halsted Street, Chicago. 


In June 1942, this informant stated that the Current Events 
class of the Workers School was held at the residence of WILLARD MOTLEY, 
1261 South Halsted Street, Chicago, on June 27, 1942, and June 29, 1942. 
According to the informant CONRAD KOMOROWSKY, a member of the staff of 
the Workers School taught this class. 
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In June 1942 this informnt stated that a meeting of the 
extension class of the Workers School taught by CONRAD KOMOROWSKY was 
held at the home of WILLARD MOTLEY, 1261 Halsted Street, Chicago, on 
July 13, 1942. 


It is to be noted that.. I supra, advised on February 8, 


1950, that CONRAD KOMOROWSKY was a member of the Educational Department 
of the Commnist Party in Illinois. 


Young Progressives of America 


f know reliability, advised that the Young Progressives 
of America is Communist dominated. 


| bs known reliab: lity 


This informant advised on April 21, 1949, that one WILLARD 
MOTLEY was among the sponsors of the "Salute to F.D.R." rally at the 
Manhattan Center on April 29, 1949, sponsored by the Young Progressives 
of America, 


IV. DESCRIPTION 


lowing description of WILLARD MOTLEY was obtained from 
‘Who's Who in Colored America" 1950 edition: 


Name WILLARD FRANCIS" MOTLEY 

Date of birth July 14, 1909 | 

“plage of birth Chicago, Illinois 

San’ wale ee 

Race Negro 

Height 5111" 

Weight 170-180 lbs. 

Hair Black 

Eyes Brown 

Complexion Light brown 

Characteristics Wears small mstache 

Occupation Author (wrote Knock 
On Any Door) 

aarital status Single 
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Present Residence Calzado Atzingo, No. A, 
Cuernavaca, Morelos, Mexico 
Former Residences 208 East Superior Street 
Chicago 
1420 North Kedzie 
Chicago l 
1261 South Halsted Street 
Chicago 
Relatives er) 
b7C 
b6 
Military Service None 
-Pa 
175 
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ith CCASP - 1952 


urrent informant 10/15/53 


40 
b7C urrent informant 10/27/53 


urrent informant 10/8/53 


Subject's 6/20/49 
sponsorship of 

Bill of Rights 
Conference, 1949 


Subject's affiliation 4/15/50 
with CCASP - 1952 


~18- 


- AGENT TO FILE NO. 
WHOM FURNISHED WHERE LOCATED 


_ 
(39) 


7; — 
(O 


Unknown agent 100-2191118 
in the Chicago 

office 

SE 100-20627314 5 


written 
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IDENTITY OF 
SOURCE 


b2 
b7D 
B/Q 


a hia ger — 


OF INFORMATION 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


DATE OF ACTIVITY 
AND/OR DESCRIPTION DATE 


Re subject's failure 5/4/50 
to attend conference 
of CCASP ~ 1950 
Subject's sponsor- 4/11/50 
srip to testimonial 

dinner to PEARL 

HART - 4/8/50 


Characterization 


Characterization 8/50 
of the Bill of Right 
Conference 

Subject's 11/21/50 


membership on 


Board of Directors | 1/9/52 
of NCASP - 1950 ~ 

1951 

Subject listed 3/1/49 


as scheduled TA 
speaker at Mass 

Rally of Harlem 
Chapter, CRC, | 
1949 


Subject listed | 1/50 
as signer in 

open letter to 
Senators and 
Congressmen, 
sponsored by 
NCPA, 1950 


RECEIVED 


SA 


j 2/8/50 
of CONRAD KOMOROWSKI 
written report) 


L 


Unidentified 


Agent in Chicago 


office 


X 


FILE NO, 
WHERE LOCATED 


100-627-352 


100-1231127. 
156 p. 2 


10018155 
1851 


100~93553-763 


100=93553=580 


100-21430-1 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


aoto tN: 


yii 13 „ . oe Y 
DATE OF ACTIVITY Ayuni Awe: 


IDENTITY OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION ODA AGENT TO FILE NO. 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION RECEIVED WHOM FURNISHED WHERE LOCATED 


Charactcrization 
of CCASP 3/6/52 


Subject's contact 5/9/52 SA reten 100-20627-1B4- 
with CCASP - 195l- (written p. 210 
1952 


Subject's member- 5/9/52 1 100-20627-1B3 (2) 
ship on Board of (written 
Directors, NCASP- 


1952 


Subject's affiliation 5/2/50 100-627-146 
with CCASP ~ 1950 (written 


Characterization 6/26/51 SA 00-4199-36 
52 of JOHN De?OER 
b7D 
570 Characterization 6/23/51 
of PEARL HART 
n Subject's 5/5/51 4 | N.Y. FILE 
attendance at — 100-1047901 


Midnight Meeting 
sponsored by the 
NCASP — 1951 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


DATE OF ACTIVITY 
IDENTITY OT AND/OR DESCRIPTION DATE AGENT TO FILE NO. 
SOURCE _____ OF INFORMATION ___ RECEIVED WHOM FURNISHED WHERE LOCATED 


Subject listed } 3/8/50 
as speaker at 


ti 
(us * 1 by AW 


Congress of 
American Women 
1/27 


100-18332 181 (31) 


a 
DIC Í 
Subject's 728752 100~14644-1B6 
subscription 8 
to the "Daily 
Worker" and 
"Worker" 1950— 
1951 


Subject's 6/30/52 100-21911-1A1 

authorization w S 

to use name in 
“L T 


protesting tria 


of 12 convicted 
CP leaders - 1949 


. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


DATE OF ACTIVITY 


IDENTITY OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION DATE AGENT TO FILE NO. 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION RECEIVED WHOM FURNISHED WHERE LOCATED 
X 
ubject listed 3/6/50 SA 100=19003=1B5 
s alternate to (18) 
he PP Natl 
Convention 
1950 
Communication sent 5/21/50 a 100-1900187 (2) 
bysubject to Sec. (wr n p. 71 


of State requesting 
that the PP be 
placed on ballot 
deemed advisable) in Illinois 

1950 


| | Characterization 
of YPA 
Subject sponsorship 4/21/49 — 100-9093764 
to "Salute to F. D. R. * 315 


Bally sponsored 
by YPA - 1949 
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LEADS 


eal 


THE CHICAGO DIVISION: 


Will take whatever action is recommended by the Bureau in 
answer to an FD 122 recently submitted requesting that the subject be 
placed on the Security Inde nk. 17 


Will follow and seh Ne the results of a lead set out 
to the WFC to check the records of the Department of State, Passport 


Division, for all available informtion concerning WILLARD MOTLEY'S 
foreign travel in siexico. 


REFERENCE 


Report of sa [lated November 14, b7C 


1953, at New York. 


Chicago lett-r to Bureau dated October 28, 1953. 


28 


se UNAVAILABLE SECTION 5 


Office Menoni UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-382070) DATE: November 20, 1953 


mon R CHICAGO (100-219211) “a Fie 2 n dead 


supyect: WILLARD rancors Ao lr ,, ae 2 u N. 3 
Su = C Dba! G. \ 
pe 


A 00: CHICAGO 
| 


x It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME _ WILLARD FRA 


ALIASES 


———— —A—ää————————s—ð —ẽ—iß—ß— ee 


NATIVE BORN X N ATURALIZED ALIEN a 
COMMUNIST _X SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE_ . 
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) _OUT OF COUNTRY — 

TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE NEGRO. SEX YALE 
DATE OF BIRTH _ 7/14/09 PLACE OF BIRTH _ CHICAGO, TLLINOTS — 
BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) SELF EMPLOYED —— 
AUTHOR DO A 
cont | (00-38 2020- /Y 
KEY FACILITY DATA: NONE a NOV 23 1353 
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RES PONSIBILI 


INTERESTED AGENCIES : —— — 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


REH:SVW ` ALL INFO J. r Oo OG. TAINED 1 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIE 
i REGIS TERED DATE ID sy SPS. Iche 
W ne C1, 


3-1-2) 


\ 


Office Memorandum + oxxtep sri ERNMENT 


STANDARD FORM NO 64 


— 


TO : Director, FBI (100=382070) DATE: 12/4/53 
12 : SAC, New York (100-704791) - 
SUBJECT: WILIAM HOTLET 


f í SM = 0 


PA 
. The captioned individual has been the subject of a security investi- i 
gation by this office, The Division has verified the perma- 
nent presence of the subject in its division as residing and working at the 
addresses listed below. The _ Chicago Division is being considered 
the new office of origin. 


Residence Address: _350 West 60th Street, Chicago, Ilinois. 
(Presently at Calzado Atzingo, #8A, Curenayaca, Mexico 


Business Address: Unknow 


Check the following applicable statements: 


x This individual has been the subject of a Communist Index Card. 
oe oe This individual is the subject of a Security Index Card. 

(The Bureau is requested to make the appropriate changes in the = 
Security Index at the Seat of Government. The 

Division should affix the addresses reflected above and the 

appropriate case file number.) 

This subject was tabbed for Detcom. 

This subject was tabbed for Comsab. L 

This subject was carried as a Key Figure or Top Functionary, AJ 
Handwriting specimens have been furnished to the Bureau, 

A photograph has been furnished to the Bureau, 

— A security flash notice has been placed with the Identification Division, 

The following pertinent items are being forwarded to the new office of origin 
with its copies of this letter: MOLE OR CALON CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIER 

— Security Index Cards DATE 7-21-00. BY SPS acne 

Serials (specify) 24 — 
Chieago has al} pertinent serials. S00 — 20 70 
— 
. 5S 
RECORDED-12 ` gg PC- -K 
RUC 
lg? ; b7C 
2m Cc: Chicago (1009-21911) Division SRX - - 


9 EC 16 1003 j, 750 


7 5 x —— — — — — 
\ a | 
a Office Moe Ese EA dum © UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
TO : Director, FBI (100-382070) DATE: 12/4/53 
2 OM : SAC, New York (100-104791) 
SUBJECT: WILIA or LET 
M ~ OG 
VA (00 - Chicago) 
ae 


ReRep at NY dated 10/14/53 and Chicago letter to the Director 
dated 10/28/53. 


In fe ferenced report informant advised subject has never been 
a resident of NY but had been a resident of Chicago, Illinois, address unknowne 


In referenced letter Chicago advised subject's mother resides 
at 350 We 60th Street, Chicago, Illinois, and that the subject presently re- 
sides at o Atzingo, S, Curenayaca, Mexico. 


Chicago, in referenced letter designated itself office of origin 
and advised a summary report was being prepared recommending subject for 
inclusion on the Security Index. 


In view of the above,FD 128 is being submitted designating 
the Chicago Division as office of origins RUC 


~ * 
e e 


— ~a 


os TA SPS. Sele. 


. . , A 
; SODAS Fe: . n ae . 
RECORDED-20 er rb 


i ge. Chicago (100-21911) 


REF STS = 
N 

2 DEC LG 1005 

& 


_ASTANDARD FORM NO, 64 


x Office Memorandum + UNITED sT ES GOVERNMENT 


Wii ron 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (Ie DATE: March 18, 1954 

SAC, CHICAGO (100-21911) x 5 

7 

WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 

mee ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEV 

OO: Chicago HEREIN je U 7 5 272 

* 36, 33F j 

Attached herewith are five copies A 

of the report of SA dated i 

March 18, 1954, and captioned as shown above al E 
Inasmuch as all leads have been covered, fi 4 / 

this case is being placed in.a closed status. s 


SLR: 


REGISTERED MAIL p- 


ENCLOSURES (5) 
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i Department of State, failed to disclose any record 52 


` pê 
` N ; a 
oles? 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION e 
Form No. 1 CONFIDANTIAL 
THis CASEORIGINATEDAT CHICAGO 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY < DIC 
CHICAGO 3/18/54 2/27/5h REH:mar 
TITLE 3 =" CHARACTER OF CASE x : 
i ‘ a . ~ 
WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY SECURITY MATTER - C 


yi? WE 


wl SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


S i 4 2 
H 7 arrier 


Files of the Passport Office, United States 


pertaining to the subject's foreign travel. Files 
of the Visa Office, United States Department of State, Lv ee 
C ¢ 


i reflected that in 1952 MOTLEY attempted to obtain an C 
j-- immigration visa to BEM- Ald 
enter the United States. .As a result of the extreme Jö 


ae ee 


A 81 ans 
2 oN { 
a 2 73 
ae 
paf 
l ; 
— 7 . 
— 3 2 Pe 8 a oot oe 2 
BA ou a a 3 á - 
ES. IOM Te ee 
BJ nee 
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DETAILS: AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


(a) Information Pertaining to the Subject's 
Foreign Travel 


The files of the Passport Office, United 


States Department of St ewed on 
February 4, 1954, by SE nd failed 
to disclose any information pertaining to the 


subject's foreign travel. 


A review of the files of the Visa Office 
United States Department of State, by tf 
on February 4, 1954, disclosed an Operat T 


dated March 27, 1952, from the American Embassy in % 
Mexico City, an advisory opinion was requested j 
regarding the application for an immigrant visa fo 


b2 
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An Operations Memorandum dated July 28, 1952, 
from the American Embassy in Mexico City, 


also furnished evidence 
indicating that he had a credit balance with the 
Appleton-Century-Crofts, New York, of $31,741.17, 
as of December 31, 1951. 


(b) Results of Investigation Conducted 
byl [Another Government Agency 
ich Conducts Personnel an 
ecurity investigations 


In an Operations Memorandum dated October 15, 
1952, the American Embassy in Mexico City requested an 
advisory opinion from the United States Department of 
for a visitor's visa 
9 5 a result of this request 
rom the American Embassy in City, the following 
investigation was conducted Si supra, in 
August, 1952: 
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I. BACKGROUND DATA 
BIOGRAPHIC DATA 


Files of the Chicagh Public Library, ‘Chicago, 
Illinois, contain the followiffg information reflected 
in "The Saturday Revrew of Literature", issue of 
February 14, 1948, “a XXXI, No. 7: 


. RD MOTLEY has been among other 
things student, football player, coach, migratory, 
laborer, ranch hand, short-order cook, diswasher, 
Christmas card salesman, coalhiker, bakers' helper, 
waiter, janitor, chauffeur, handy man, windo washer, 
plasterer's helper, stock clerk,order clerk, shipping 
clerk, anjmal caretaker, laboratory technician, 
‘tartist! (painting decorative brandy bottles), 
photographer, radio script writer, Housing Authority 
interviewer, Office of Civilian Defense writer, 
contributor to magazines, and recipient of a Book-of- 
the-Month accolade...he once served 30 days for 
vagrancy...A bIC 
studied painting in Paris on a Guggenhe ellowship, ’, 
returned to have a one-man show in New York and has Pn 
attained stature in the art world. — 


R. 


+ 


"WILLARD MOTLEY's second novel, about soldiers 
home from the wars and tentatively titled "They Fished 
All Night% 1s being gestated on an Oregon ranch." 


The Library files also reflect the following 
information egntained in “American Novelists of Today" 
by HARVEY 2.7>\WARFEL, published by American Book 
Company, Chicago, Illinois: 

ao e 
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"WILLARD MOTLEY was born in Chicago, Illinois, 
on July 14, 1912. He has made four transcontinental 
trips - by bicle, jalopy, thumb, and brake rods. 

During his days of wandering he was a student, football 
player, ranch hand, migratory laborer, cook, dishwasher, 
salesman, waiter, janitor, chauffeur, laboratory 
technician, and radio script writer. He has also worked 
as a Housing Authority interviewer and as a writer 

for the Office of Civilian Defense. 


"His first novel, "Knock on Any Door" 
(1947) is about a boy, NICK ROMANS, who grows up 
on the strests of Chicago. He passes from juvenile i 
mischief to crime. Reform school corrupts and hardens 
him; he eventually turns killer and dies in the electric 
chair. This story was made into a powerful motion 
picture, starring HUMPHREY BOGART, which became propaganda 
in the fight against juvenile delinquency." 


Files of the American Vigilante Intelligence 
Federation, Chicago Tribune Tower Building, 435 North 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, contain the following 
information: . 


From the Daily Worker, October 9, 1949 - (Infra) 
"Author MOTLEY* s Cops Come to Life 


"Chicago - The negro~hating cops he wrote about 
in his best seller "Knock On Any Door“, came to life 
last week for author WILLARD MOTLEY. Like so many 
hundreds of Negroes who are constantly being arrested 
and grilled for no good reason, MOTLEY was seized by 
policeman NORMAN HARRINGTON and taken to the Chicago 
Avenue lock-up. MOTLEY had simply been standing on the 
corner of Huron and St. Clair Streets at 2:30 AM after 
he had seen a friend to his car from the author's home 
nearby. The novelist told with betterness of the 
rough treatment he received at the hands of the police 
who held him for more than an hour. Thay refused to 
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allow him to call an attorney or to arrange for bail. 
Unable to accuse him of any wrong-doing, the police 
kept demanding to know what he was doing out on the 
streets at that time of night. | 


"MOTLEY was finally released, apparently 
after some police official who reads, realized that 
there might be trouble over the holding of the famed 
Negro author. 'The experience of Mr. MOTLEY serves 


the streets of Chicago', declared ARTHUR GAPRICE, f 
Secretary of the Civil Rights Congress. (Täfnähk Think of 
the fate of those who do nòt Happen to be best-selling 
novelists. * 


T 
to show how the Negro people are hounded o APRIGE, on Ae. d pe 


These files also contain the following 
information from the Chicago Tribune, issue of 
September 28, 1949: 


"Negro Author is Cleared of Police Bharge 


"WILLARD MOTLEY, 208 East Superior Street, 
Negro author of the book knock on Any Door', was 
freed of a disorderly cbaduct dharge by Judge CECIL C. 
SMITH in Chicago, in Chicago Avenue Court yesterday. 


"Policeman NORMAN HARRINGTON testified that 
he and his squad tried to question MOTLEY in his auto 
at Huron and St. Clair streets at 2:25 AM; that he made 
a flip retort, and refused to identify himself. 


"MOTLEY testified that he could have ‘meant 
any of these policemen’ in his book, in which he raps © 
police. WILLIAM BARTH, Assistant Corporation Counsel, 
urged that the author befined on the ground that he is 
an intelligent person and had no excuse for not 
identifying himself. Judge SMITH cut short the testimony 
of police and discharged MOTLEY." 
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Files of the American Vigilante Intelligence 
Federation also contained the following clipping from 
"Salute", issue of June, 1948: 


"WILLARD MOTLEY 


"No other Negro has ventured so successfully 
into non-Negro subject matter as 35-year old WILLARD 
MOTLEY with his smashing novel of last year 'Knock On 
Any Door'. This story of an Italian-American boy who 
'starta clean’ but becomes a Chicago mobster, is told 
with brutal honesty, deep understanding, genuine 
compassion......The book was a first novel, six years 
in the writing; behind it were other years of roaming 
America, working at a dozen trades, often going hungry. 
MOTLEY was born in Chicago (his father was a Pullman 
porter, his grandmother a slave), grew up in a white 
neighborhood, starred as a high-sshool football player, 
then took to the road with a young man's wanderlust. 
That sated, he returned to Chicago, began writing 
(supporting himself by odd jobs). In 1939 he moved 
to Madison Street, also known as Skid Row, there was 
inspired to produce *Door'. His first draft was 
500,000 words; cut, it still runs 504 pages. 


"A gentle, kind-hearted bachelor, MOTLEY 
found himself surrounded by hangers-on when Door“ 
clicked. To escape, he moved to an Oregon ranch. 
He now is writing a novel about a War II veteran, 
hopes to finish it in less than six years.“ 


B57 
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POLICE RECORDS 


Records of the Criminal Division, Chicago 
Police Department, Chicago, Illinois, reflect that 
WILLARD MOTLEY, 1261 South Halsted Street, Chicago, 
Illinois; male; age 32; colored; occupation; author; 
single; weight, 138; height, 5' 7"; medium build; 
complexion, dark; eyes, brown; hair, black, was 
arrested on September ii 1944, at 111 East Chicago 
Avenue, Chic ipoj Thename of the complainant 
was given as Maywood, Illinois. MOTLEY 
was charged with vidlation of Chicago Municipal Statute 
193-1 (disorderly conduct). The arrest ca 

that the arresting officers were] om] 

that the subject was tried in M 
our ber 42 before Judge HERMES. The case was 
continued and the final hearing held on January 18, 
1945, at which time MOTLEY was discharged. 


Criminal Division records also disclose that 
WILLARD MOTLEY, address: 208 East Superior Street, 
Chicago, Illinois,; male; age, 39; weight, 155; 
height, 5' 8"; Negro; complexion, dark; build, medium; 
eyes, brown; hair, black; nativity, colored; born 
July IA, 1912, Chicago, Illinois; occupation, author, 
was arrested on August 29, 1951, 4:15 AM, at 208 East 
Superior Street, Chicago, Illinois, on a charge of 
violation of Chicago Municipal Statute 193-1 (disorderly 
conduct). The record_reflected further that the subje 
was arrested with on 
Evanston, Illinois. 
“drunk and causing a distrubance." MOTLEY was tried 
before Judge LUCZAK in Chicago Municipal Court Branch 
Number 30 on August 29, 195 i 


ee officers were 


D.C 
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an agency which collects ity 
information in the Chicago area, advisea| | supra, 
in August 1952 that in 1947 WILLARD MO was listed 
as a Trotskyist. Files reflected further that the 
subject is the author of “Knock On Any Door" and that 
he has had a long record of subversive activity in the 
Chicago area. In view of the instruction contained in 
the memorandum from SY Washington dated August 14, 1952 
that the subject's Americanism need not be explored at 
this time, the complete record of subversive activity 
is not set forth herein; however, prominent among his 
activities were sponsomhip of the National Non-partisan 
Committee to Defend the Rights of the Twelve Conmunist 
Leaders; member of the National Council of Arts, Sciences. 
and Professions; his name appeared as a petitionerto the 
Supreme Court for a rehearing of the prison sentence 
imposed on the "Hollywood Ten.” (Daily Worker, May 12, 
1950, page 3, column 2.) (Infra) 


The name of WILLARD MOTLEY was checked through 
the files of the Sex Bureau, Detective Bureau, and Bureau 
of Identification, Chicago Police Department, with 
negative results. 


DIC 
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COURT RECORDS 


Concerning the arrest of the subject on August 29, 
1951, hereinbefore referred to, Chicago Municipal Court 


records contain no pertinent information not otherwise 


reflected in the arrest record. Also, Chicago Municipal 
Court records co i t information relative 
to the arrest of n August 29, 1951, in 
addition to the information reflected on the arrest 
record. 


Review of Chicago Municipal Court records does 
reflect the presence of docket Number 44-MC20547 titled 
"City of Chicago vs WILLARD MOTLEY"; charge - violation 
of Chapter 193, Section 1, Sub-section 1, Revised ee 
of 1939 as amended. 


Details of the complaint were "Did make or 
aid in making an improper noise, riot, distunbance, 
breach of peace or diversion tending to a breach of 
the peace, within the limits of the City." (Causing 
a disturbance and annoying customers in a restaurant.) 


a ee 
by Maywood, 
Illinois. The arrest took place at 10:00 PM, September 1l, 
1944 at 111 East Chicago Avenue, Conica Tliin is, 

e arresting officers were nd 

The name of the arrestee was given as WILLARD 
FRANCIS MOTLEY; age 32; Negro; author. The defendant 
was arraigned before Municipal Court Judge M. J. BONELLI. 
The defendant pleaded not guilty and requested a Jury 
Trial. The case was set for trial November 14, 1944}, 
before Municipal Court Judge EDWARD S. SCHEFFLER; 
defendant appeared before Judge BONELLI on November 14, 
1944; the case was postponed December 13, rset and the 
defendant appeared before Judge OSCAR S. CAPLA 
December 13, 1944. The case was postponed to 9 17 
1945 when MOTLEY appeared before Judge BONELLI. The 
record bore the notation "Suit dismissed for want of 
prosecution and defendant dismissed." 


- 10 = 
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Municipal Court records also contained 
docket Number 202513 titled "City of Chicago va 
WILLARD MOTLEY"; arrested at 208 East Superior Street, 
Chicago, Illinois, on September 27, 1949 at 2:25 AM 
at the corner of Huron and St. Clair Streets, 
Chicago, Illinois. MOTLEY was charged with violation 
of Chicago Municipal Statute 193-1 (disorderly conduct). 
Facts of the arrest were "Arrested for being abusive 
to police officers when topped for questioning. Refused 
to show his identification and stated he was a jack 
roller, but picking not very good tonight.“ The 
arrestee's age was given as 37 and his description 
as Negro; writer; single. Arresting officers were 
SULLIVAN, HARRINGTON and MAYER. The defendant was 
tried before Judge CECIL C. SMITH in Municipal Court 
Branch No. 29 on September 27, 1949. He waived a 
Jury Trial; was tried by the Court; a finding of not 
guilty rendered and was discharged, N 


GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY RECORD 


a reliable confidential source advised 

sucks, H August, 1952, that WILLARD FRANCIS 

MOTLEY, Order Number 1577, was registered on 

October 16, 1940 at Local Board 108, Hull House, Chicago, 
Illinois. At the time of registration, MOTLEY stated 

that he was employed by the Illinois Federal Writers 
Project, 433 East Erie Street, Chicago, Illinois. Hts 
address was listed as 1410 South Union Avenue, Chicago, | 
Illinois; birth date, July 14, 1909; name of parent i 
was given as MARY MOTLEY, address - 350 West 60th Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. The record reflected further that 
MOTLEY's education consisted of 8 years elementary 

school and 4 years vocational school, and that his 

social security number was 334-14-5812. In addition 

to employment at Illinois Federal Writers Project, the 
record reflected employment by the University of Chicago 
as Technician's Assistant, Animal Research Laboratory, 
from December 28, 1942 to April 9, 1943 and as a laboratory 
technician at Elexian Brothers Hospital, Chicago, Illinois, 
from April 9, 1943 to August 30, 1943. 


. as 


bz 
67D 
N 


CG 100-21911 


MOTLEY stated that he was a conscientious 
objector, basing his objections on religious scruples, 
and fortifying his objections by submitting drafts 
of various articles which he had written with 
reference to his objections to war. A perusal of 
one of these articles entitled "Jesus Wept™, despite 
the title, disclosed ridicule and contempt of the 
position of the United States in World War II. 


MOTLEY was on March 23, 1942 classified as 
a conscientious objector (4-E); on July 12, 1943 
he was classified in 1A. 


Examination of form DSS-221, "Report of 
Physical Examination md Induction", disclosed a 
diagnosis by Dr. I. V. FREEDMAN dated October 5, 


1943 as follows: "Psychoneurosis, mixed type, 


manifested by passivity, eccentricity, irregular 
work record, overscrupulousness, sensitiveness, 

introspection - Not acceptable under MR 1-9.* 

On 5 22, 1943 the subject vas redassified 

in Le 0 


INFORMANTS 


— unknown reliability but who is 

in a position to furnish reliable information, 
advised I supra, in August 1952 that the various 
courts of the City of Chicago referred to him for 
examination s who are suspected of being 
homosexuals. | |states that the name of WILLARD 
MOTLEY has been frequently mentioned by many of 
these persons as being a person who associates with 
known homosexuals. He stated that, although this 


statement had been frequently made by various rsons 
he remembers the name of only one, b 
whose 1 according to 


9 
Chicago, Illinois, and who 
Chicago, 
Illinois. He stated that ad stated 
"MOTLEY is a pal and cbhort of homosexuals residing 
in Chicago's North side." This statement, he said, 
was made to him approximately one year ago. 
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Because of the injunction that this 
investigation be extremely discreet, it was not 
deemed advisable to endeavor to interview 


of unknown reliability, but who is 
in a position to furnish reliable information, advised 
supra, in August 1952 that the subject bears a 
y bad reputation; that while he has never actually 
been caught in a homosexual act, the rooming house at 
208 East Superior Street, MOTLEY residence, is tenanted 


almost exclusively, by homosexuals and that a oe D 
is a notorious homosexual ////: » 


and a denizen of hicago und@rworld. He added 
that MOTLEY and are boon companions and that 
MOTLEY associates very little with members of his own 
race and is known to have a decided preference for the 
society of young white boys. E Fonarkea that the 
circumstances surrounding the subject's arrests in 

his district gave rise to strong suspicion that 
homosexuality was involved, although there was no 
proof. 


of unknown reliability but who is in 

ition to furnish reliable information, advised 
[_[ supra, in August 1952 that the subject was 

ted at 208 East Superior Street, Chicago, on 
August 29, 1951 on the complaint of neighbors who 
said they were disturbed by loud talk and drinking. 
At the time of arrest MOTLEY was on the street in the 
company of six white boys who he stated had been 
visiting him in his room. sserted that the 
subject was not intoxicated at the time of the 
arest but that he had been drinking. 


[dor unknown reliability but who is in 
ition to furnish reliable information advised 

meee in August 1952 that the subject had 
been arrested on September 11, 1944. He said that 
the address of this arrest, indicated on the arrest 
card as 1261 South Halsted Street, was incorrect; 
that the arrest was actually made in Thompson's 
Restaurant on the corner of Michigan and Chicago 
Avenues. This arrest was on complaint of 


m e 


b7C 


DTD 
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and with loud and boisterous talk. On this occasion 
b2 the subject was in the company of a young white bo 
57 approximately 21 years of age, who according to 
by mannerism, appearance, and conversation gave 
97 strong indications of being a homosexual. F 
that an attorney of the Civil Rights Congress 
represented the subject and that by threatening 
F a suit for false arrest he succeeded 
in persuading the company to settle the case out of 
court and that the settlement involved payment to 
MCTLEY of the sum of $500.00. 


— unknown reliability but who is i 

a position to furnish reliable information advised 
supra, in August 1952 that MOTLEY has resided at 

208 East Superior Street for a period of approximately 
fo nd that he has been a frequent patron 

-o He said that the subject is often 
accompanied by homosexuals and other persons of low 
character, and that his patronage has been a source 


b2 of embarrassment to him, but that because of the 
factor of raci iscrimination he has been forced 

97 to serve him. elated that the rooming house 

b7C at 208 East Superior Street is one of the worst 


dives in Chicago, the resort of all types of sex 
perverts, degenerates, and even thieves. 


said that Leer EEE 
who is known to him as an active homosexual, has 


associated with MOTLEY and has visited him in his room. 
He related that when he reproached or 
this association and asked him what he Saw in MOTLEY, 


. shrugged his shoulders and said 
a o you think?" dded that he then remarked 


to that if he had to associate with men in 
th ely he could confine his association 
to white men. He said that a few days later MOTLEY 
came in a state of high indignation and 
asked him he (MOTLEY) wasn't good 


enough for 


Aipa 
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U rere that he has red MOTLEY's book 
"Knock On Any Door and that the story contains 
certain passages describing in minute detail a 
homosexual act. He added that in his opinion it 
would berather difficult to depict in such graphic 
style an act which had not been experienced by the 
narrator. 


Because of the injunction to conduct 
an extremely discreet investigation, it was not 
deemed advisable to endeavor to interview 
It was also learned that is preséntly 
out of the city and not expected to return for 
several weeks or a month. 


b2 E= of unknown reliability but who is in 

b7D a position to furnish reliable information advised 

N C] supra, in August 1952 that he has been in 

b7C usiness in the vicinity of 208 E perior Street 
and corroborated the testimony of concerning the 
reputation of the establishment at 208 East Superior 


Street and with reference to the reputation of the 
subject and his associates. 


1e CLOSE surveil 


by residents 
he is confident that 

ery was committee by an inmate of this 
rooming house. 


of unknown reliability but who is 

j position to furnish reliable information, advised 
E supra, in August 1952 that he has known the 
subject for a period of approximately four years 

and that he has visited him in his room at 208 East 
Superior Street. He characterized MOTLEY as a 
kind-hearted man whom he likes, but when questioned 
concerning the subject's morals readily testified 

that MOTLEY is undoubtedly a "queer". He asserted 


s ee 


b2 
b7D 
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that the subject has no girl friends, but that 

he is extremely fond of the society of white boys, 
associating very little with members of his own 
race. He said that MOTLEY had employed a white 

girl as his secretary, whose name he does not recall, 
and that she was a Lesbian. He related that his 
girl lived in the apartment with MOTLEY; also, that 
MOTLEY had a group of white boys living in his apartment 
and rooms adjacent thereto; that the Lesbian would 
entertain her girl friends in the apartment while 
MOTLEY entertained his boy friends. According to 
the informant there can be no doubt as to the 
subject's sex déviation. 


— of unknown reliability but who is 
in a position to furnish reliable information advised 
supra, in august 1952 that he has known the 

subject professionally and socially for a period 

of approximately five years, he and nis wife having 
entertained Mr. MOTLEY in their home and visited 

in the latter's home. He characterized the subject 

as a generous, warm-hearted type of person, rather 
eccentric, decidely gregarious in nature. He asserted 
that Mr. MOTLEY associates with people of all walks 

of life, but that he prefers the society of white 
people, adding that the subject had been reared 

among white people and that he desires to disassociate 
himself from veople of his own race. He said that in 
his opinion MOTLEY has remained a bachelor because 

he does not wish to marry a member of his own 

race and although he might want to marry a white 
woman he feared that if he did so he might incur 
criticism and unfavorable publicity. 


— that he is aware that Mr. MOTLEY 
associates with many persons of questionable 
character and that he has often heard the subject 


referred to as a queer, “ but he believed that such 
associations are motivated by twin objectives, 

namely his nassionate championshivo of the cause of 

the underprivileged and to obtain personality portraits 
for projection in his writings, much of which deal with 
sociological problems and maladjustments. 


ae ye 
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b7D 


BIC 


b2 
67D 


CG 10021911 


asserted that the subject, like 
many other creative writers, is inclined to be 
somewhat intemperate in the use of alchohol and 
that this proclivity has gotten him into trouble 
on several occasions. He remarked that MOTLEY 
would be just the type to deliberately create a 
situation inviting his arrest and that he would 
thoroughly enjoy svending a night in jail purely 
for local color and dramatic material. 


AC, 
— stated that MOTLEY's secretary, 
whose first name he does not remember, 

is presently with him in Cuernavaca, Mexico; also 


that the subject's mother is with him at this time. 
He said tnat is rather odd, colorless 
person, who has ambitions to become a writer, but 


whose talent is considerably less than commensurate 
with her aspirations. He added that he had observed 
nothing in particular in her manner which would 
indicate sex deviation although she had rather 
enigm:tically on one occasion remarked that she 
would "take time out to become a woman after she 

had realized her literary ambitions." The informant 
asserted that he knew that had lived 

in either the same suite of rooms wi the subject 
or in rooms closely adjacent thereto. 


— unknown reliability but who is 
in a position to furnish reliable information, 


advised supra, in August 1952 that he has known 
the subject professimally since approximately 1947. 
He has had no social acquaintanceship with MOTLEY, 
although he has attended several luncheons in 
company with other literary people where Mr. MOTLEY 
was present. He stat d further that he has probably 
only seen MOTLEY five or six times during te past 
two years. He characterized MOTLEY as gentlemanly 
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am affable. He said that MOTLEY has had many 
hard knocks and has come up the hard way. He 
asserted that because of MOTLHY's preference 
for the wociety of white peopl is somewhat 
of an outcast among Negroes. br ent that he 
knows practically nothing of M Y's close 
associates; he is unable to express an opinion 
as to whether or not the subject is a sex deviate; 
also, that he is insufficiently acquainted with 
MOTLEY's private life to venture an opinion as 
to his moral character. 

W 


(c) Results of Recommendation b 
United States Department of State 
The files of the Visa Office, United States 
Department of State, supra, as reviewed on 


February 4, 1954, reflected that in view of the 
extremely 55 information developed against 


the subject by supra, and possible ulterior 

motive by_him e subject was refused an immigration 
visa for as a person inadmissable 
for admbtance to the United States pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 212 (a) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act. 


(d) Characterizations of Organizati Mentioned 
In Investigation Conducted b supra 


The "Daily Worker" is an Hast Coast 
Communist daily newspaper. 


The Civil Rights Congress has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. 


- l] -= 
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The National Non-Partisan Committee 
was formed to defend the rights of the twelve 
Communist Party members who were convicted in 
New Tork in 1949. 


The National Council of Arts, Sciences 
and ?rofessions has been cited by the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities in their 
guide dated May 16, 1951. : 


The New York Times, issue of June 10, 1950, 
listed the members of the Hollywood Ten and stated 
that they were charged with contempt of Congress 


for refusing to tell the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities whether they were Communist. 


~C «= 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


The information reflected in the report 


concerning the subject's background and moral 
5 wa 
i 


b7C A Pho report was made 

available to SE on February 4, 1954, 

and is being retaine cago file 100-21911-34. 
As requested in referenced letter from 

Washington Field dated February 1, 1954, separate 

T symbols are being designated for the Office of 

Security, Department of State, as well as each 

individual who Purnished information to that 


office. 
INFORMANTS 
Date of Activity Agent to File Number 
Identity and/or Description Date mom mere 
of Source of Information Received Furnished Loc ated 


Info re subject's ( 100-21911-34 


background and character 


as obtained through ha 


b7D 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Date of Activity Agent to File Number 


Identity and/or Description Date Whom Where 
of Source of Information Received Furnished Loated 


a en 
Re subject's (written 0-11-34 


subversive — 
— 2/4/54 
ecords of 1 "n " w 


Selective Service, Subject's Selective 
523 S. Plymouth ie date 
j re 


b2 


2/n/5h » » „ ae 
Info re subject's 970 
moral character as 
eflected in 


equeste 
n n n n n 
Requeste 
n n n * n 
equested) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Date of Activity Agent to File Number 
Identity and/or Description Date Whom Where 
of Source of Information Received Furnished Located 


a 700 
Info re subject's (written) CG 100-21911-34 


moral charact 


n n” n 
n n n n n n 52 
97D 
equeste BIC 
Requested * n " n ft 
n * * * v 
qu 
n" w n n" n * 
Request ed 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


REFERENCE 


Summary report of SA ated 11/20/53 
at Chicago. 


Chicago letter to Washington Field dated 11/20/53. 
Washington Field letter to Chicago dated 2/11/54. 
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-Office Memorandum „ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


yo- : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-382070) para May 8, 1954 
60 FROM os ANGELES (100-6461) 
SUBJECT cis 9 


* » 8 "i I], ¢ LX 
Selective Service fugitive 


A TEE During the questioning 0 
it was developed that he was an acquaintance of 


ntly returne 
ed on 4/21/54 by SAs 
captioned subject, WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY, and, in fact, had 
resided for a time with MOTLEY in Mexico City. 


aro E to Mexico from Chicago about August of 
a 1951, drivin ts automobile through to Mexico City for 
b7D him. eo met MOTLEY previously in approximately 1948 


when both were interested in the Independent Progressive Party 
movement in the Chicago area. — hanits he was a member 
of the American Youth for Democracy at one time in 1946, 


although he dropped out of this group after a short time. 
He claims he never did join the Communist Party (CP). 

In regard to MOTLEY, [ __iesorinea him as a 
Negro, about lh, years old, born in Chicago, 5'5" tall, chunky 
build, and not married. MOTLEY attended Inglewood High Sc 
in Chicago, where, according to Fr lie was a footbal} 5 
player. He is a writer by occupation and was the author of > 
"knock on Any Door" which was made into a motion picture. : 
MOTLEY is believed to have derived a considerable amount of 
money from his story and is currently engaged in writing 
an xico City. His closest relative is, according 
to EY, his mother, who resides on 57th 
Street in cago phi 


wD, L20 -35a 070 97 


~ REGISTERED [2 
MB: ndr INDEXED - 63 2 May EENS 
L/ tasa — 
ec: Chicago (100-2111) (REGISTERED) i ae 
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stated that MOTLEY likes it in Mexico and 
may stay there indefinitely. He currently resides at Calzado 
de Atzingo No. 8A, P. O. 128, Cuernavaca-Morelos, Mexico, D.F. 
MOTLEY plans a trip to Spain at some time in the future inasmuch 
as his book, “Knock on Any Door," made considerable money there. 


. — that in Cuernavaca, MOTLEY associates 
closely on a social basis with a group of former Hollywood 
writers who left the United States at the time of the HCUA 
Í 1 and who are allegedly Communists. He alled some 


of thg@se as GORDO HN, DALTO RUMBO, ALBER TZ, and 
> JO RIGHT, ali rmer film writers. 
do wel own and accepted by this group 

— he does not believe MOTLEY is a Communis » in fact, is 
sure he is not. 


MOTLEY claims to be a conscientious objector. 
never heard him praise the CP or discuss it in any 


b7C manner which would lead elieve he was affiliated 
with it. At the same time, admitted that MOTLEY is 
97 somewhat pro-Soviet and bel 7 ng other things, that 


the United States and all Western powers should get out of 
Asia; that the United States was the aggressor in Korea; 

and that the United States is an imperialist nation where 
violations of civil rights and digcrimination against minority 
races are allowed to exist. 


For your information, the above-mentioned GORDON 
-KAHN, DALTON TRUMBO, ALBERT MALTZ, and JOHN BRIGHT have all 
been subjects of SM-C investigations at Los Angeles whose 
Communist affiliations have been established. TRUMBO has 
recently returned to California on a permanent basis. The 
others are still in Mexico. 
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Office Memo andum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


\¢ : DIRECTOR, FBI (100=382070) DATE: May 14, 1954 
wel, - SAC, CHICAGO (100-21911) Card b. I.. 
5-54 te 


fá 


O 
SUBJECT: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY, 
SECURITY MATTER = C 


DA 
aS 


“It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


~ x The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME 


ALT ASES 


ALL ij wO A ey) 10 NANA 


DDr S525 
— 


DATE 27-21-00 sy SE 2 
N NATIVE BORN N ATURALIZED ALIEN 
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) (Remove from Out of Country Section) 
TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB _ RACE SEX 
DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


Self employed Author, 350 West 60th, Street 


Chicago, Illinois Pa 


KEY FACILITY DATA: none 


GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY 
INTERESTED AGENCIES — 7207 0~ 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS O West 60th, treet NO 


Chicago, Illinois 7 vY 94 


KWK semm 2. . —— 
rer AA 95 1959 TARS 
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F + STANDARD FORM NO 64 


/ Office 8 . 


7 TO o; DIRECTOR, FBI (100282678: 


' FROM ihe, CHICAGO (1400-21911) 
SUBJECT: 4F WILLARD FRANC 1 N 
SECURITY MATTER - Q 


a? _ 00 Chicago 


_-JOVERNMENT 


— 


„ Vs August 2, 1954 


3 
° 


4 1 ' 


GLR. 7 a 


; ' i FD-122 dated August 2, 195%. 


j 0 quly 26, 19 
3 interviewed Mrs. MAR 


on approximately July 13, 
MOTLEY produced a letter 
return address of WILLAR 
Mexico. z 


a 


1954 


Fo 


11 e Scl 


for Mexico. Mrs. 
m the subject with the 
TLEY, Apartado 248, Cuernavaca, 


8 Mrs, MOTLEY advised that the subject is presently 
working on a book concerning Mexico and intends to 


maintain residence there 


Three copies of this letter are being 
forwarded to the Bureau in the event the Bureau 
, desires to send one copy to the Legat in Mexico for 


. l their information. 


REGISTERED 
KWK/ j eb 


EX. - 109 
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RECORDED % /. 2 . 
-INDEXED - 86 12 ANG 3 1954 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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Office Memorandum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


3 
TO +: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-482070) DATE: August 2, 1954 
FROM 499 SAC, CHICAGO (100-21911) 

2 UN AVAIL ARLE” 

susct: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY Card UTD. Ser 

SECURITY MATTER - C gt Shun las: 

OO - Chicago , . 

th : 
Pv It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 


above-captioned individual. 


x The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


N 
ALI ASES Co’ 


NATIVE BORN 


COMMUNIST. SOCIALIST RKERS PARTY, INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE, 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify)”_Unavdlable/- out of country 
TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 
DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


puses ayps (Show name of employing concern and address) 
Self-employed author, Apartado 248, Cuernavaca, Mexico 


os 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


KEY FACILITY DATA: DATE 7-31-00. BY ERSTE 
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY 


INTERESTED AGENCIES 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS Apartado 248. Cuernavaca, Mexico 
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Office Memorandum „ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-382070) 
pak 


SUBJECT: WILLARD FRANCIS ‘MOTLEY 
SECURITY MATTER -.C 


: SAC, CHICAGO (1900-21911) 


——— 


A 5 interview with the subject's mother, Mrs, MAR 


DATE: August 20, 1954 


a 
| 


EY, 


According to Mrs, MOTLEY, the subject is self-employed in Mexico as an 


author. 


For the information of the Washington Field office, the Set ii 


is being submitted concerning the sub ject: 


1) The following is a description of the sub 


Name 

Date of birth 

Place of Birth 

Sex 

Race 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 

Characteristics 

A Occupation 
á ` Marital Status 
89 0 Present Residence 


| Former Residences 


Relatives 
ue frst h ~~ ki 72 9. . C 


Military Service 


7 
LSD . 
5 kl i454 


l - Washington Field (100-28718) 


-INDEXED - 38 


(Registere N — 


J +4) 
Chicago, Illinois 
Male 
Negro 
5141 FORMATION CONT dane 
170-180 lbs. MI! 
Black HERE 
Brown 
Light brown 
Wears small mustache 
Author (wrote Knock On Any Door) 
Single 
Calzado Atzingo, No. SA, 
Cuernavaca, Morelos, Mexico 
208 East Superior Street 
Chicago 
1420 North Kedzie 
Chicago 
1261 South Halsted Street 
Chicago 


MARY FREDERTCA\HUSS OTLEY 


20 AUG 26 1954 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
RE: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 


2) A photograph of the subject is not available. 


3) According to subject's mother, Mrs. MOTLEY, the subject 
plans to reside ah Mexico indefinitely, and has bought a home there, 
She stated that she has no indications when the subject will return 
to the United States, however, she would not expect it to be any time 
within the near future. She advised that she ene would visit her 
son in Mexico around Christmas. 


4) According to Urs. MOTLEY, the subject always flies by 
commercial airlines when returning to his home in Chicago. She there- 
for advised that he would definitely return by air when he does return 
to the United States and he would fly diredtly from Mexico to Chicago. 


The subject's port of entry into the United States under 
these circumstances would be Chicago, Illinois. 


| The Washington Field office is requested to place a stop 
with Immigration and Naturalization Service and the Bureau of Customs 
for information concerning the subject if he should return to the United 
States, 


The above information is being furnished to the Bureau in 
the event the Bureau deems it advisable to notify the Legat, Mexico, 
of the subject's present residence in Mexico. 
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Office Memorandum . untrep STATES GOVERNMENT.. 


TO 


: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-382070) 


DATE: December 2, 1954 


Hk Apron t SAC, CHICAGO (100221922) Jay, sep teat ther i e- 


SUBJ 
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: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY hame r te tangid . E 
' SECURITY MATTER C £ 


£ 2 K the 2 Z. ga 
00 - Chicago aw PRS ae ae 

Re Chicago letter to the Director dated 
August 2, 1954. 


Chicago letter to the Director dated August 
20, 1954. . 


It is noted that MOTLEY's mother, Mrs. MU TLEr, 
currently residing at 350 West 60th Street, Chicago 
Illinois, w etext on November 18, 


Mrs. MOTLEY advised that the subject continues 
to reside at Apartado 248, Cuernavaca, Mexico, at which 
address he is self-employed as an author, currently 
engaged in writing a novel concerning Mexico. Mrs. 
MOTLEY continued that her son has purchaséd real estate 
in Cuernavaca where he is building a home with the 
intention of maintaining permanent residence there. 


According to Mrs. MOTLEY, she plans to join 
her son shortly, upon the completion of instant home, and 
to spend the rest of her life in Mexico. Mrs. MOTLEY 
indicated that the subject likes Mexico, its people 
and the country itself, and intends to remain there, 
returning to the United States from time to time for 
business purposes only. \ 


In view of the fact that the subject apparently „ 
intends to reside permanently in Mexico, it is 
recommended he be deleted from the Security Index. 


Registered 
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SAC, Chicago (100-219221) - “" December 21, 1954 
Fep $ ` 
a . 
Dir ` 99100-382070) —»? 
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WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


Reurlet ‘dated December 2, 195k. 


The Bureau does not concur, at this time, with 
the recommendation contained in the referenced letter that 
the Security Index card on the subject be cancelled inasmich 
as it has not been definitely established that he intends to 
maintain permanent residence in Mexico. - 


For the information of the Bureau'a Legal Attache, 
Mexico City, there is enclosed one copy of the referenced 
letter from the Chicago Division. It is requested that you 
endeavor to ascertain, through your sources, whether the 
subject has purchased real estate in Cuernavaca and is 
-~ building a home. It is also requested that you endeavor 
to ascertain any other information which would indicate 


that the subject intends to maintain a permanent residence 
in Mexico. , 


„2 cc = Legal Attache rlks SERRET AIR COURIER 
Hexico City, Mexico ` ; 
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Form No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU 


promt MADE AT Al ca SRE IMEI | 
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CHARACTER OF CASE b7C 


4 
WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY SECURITY MATTER - C 
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For several years subject has resided at Cuernavaca, State of 
Morelos, Mexieo, but several month 


s ago he was r ted 
established residence at Puerto Vallas yee ve Mave 


llarta, State of Jali 
recent years he is reported to have had little seo. During 


contact with the 
American Communist Group in Cuernavaca and to have spent his time 
in connection with the preparation of a new book, e O 
P . — ehn 
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COPIES OF THIS REPORT 
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(circulation 
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PROPERRY MEN HM ade ORAS uE TO YOU BY THE FBI, AND NEITHER IT NOR e dol ws TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE THE AGENCY 


TO WHICH LOANED. So 8 7 U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—50255-:3 


United States Department of Justice 


RE: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 


All sources referred to herein by 'T! symbol are 
of known reliability unless otherwise designated. gu) 


mis investigation is predicated on information 


received fro the effect that WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY, 
92 a successful novelist of United States citizenship, has 
b7D resided in Mexico for several years at Cuernavaca, State of 


Morelos, and has associated with the so-called American 
Communist Group in Cuernavaca g N 


I. BACKGROUND DATA „ 


[As Residence | BY WU) f s E ee 8 


dA 
It was advised by that at the present time MOTLEY 

does not reside in Cuernavaca t that he has established 
residence at Lla o State o alisco. Mexieo 


. d Soe 
un Chernavaca that MOTLEY had left 


uernavaca several months ago sand presently is residing in 
Puerto Vallarta rg (u l 


[__[edvisea that shortly prior to October, 1952, 
MOTLEY ha ablished residence at Calzada de Atzingo Q=- 


| Cuernavaca and, according to he was reported by 
b7D to have maintained his residence at that address unt © 
be moved to Puerto Vallarta a few months ago. RYU) 


n U - Immigration Status in Mexico BOS 


[_ hdvised that a check of the files of the Mexican 
Immigration Department failed to disclose any information 
concerning the subject, and it was the opinion of [ |that 
MOTLEY undoubtedly has followed the practice of leaving Mexico 
b2 at six-month intervals in order to reenter the country with 
b7D anew tourist oard valid for an additional six months eee 


IIe CONTACTS AND ACTIVITIES . 


The following information concerning the subject was 
furnished 


biG 


DIC 


b2 
b7D 


b2 
b7D 


* — Pil 


ay 


a is a United States citizen of well- 
known Comminist sympathies, who Sa ee ae 
mesides at Calzada de At inge 7O~A. LEY has been 
og alae ants at meetings at the residence of 
e is a man of unusual culture ond `. 
MOTLEY has the r 


eputation of being 
R MOLVA OG 


— 2285 


In May, 1954, MO‘ RY traveled to Chicago where his 


address is 350 roet. During his absence his residence 
is cared for by a native Ireland, who also 
is considered to be a homosexual. 4 


* It was advised by that E MOTLEY had been 
fairly active in the social e of Cuernavaca when he first 


arrived there, as of October 1952 he had practically withdrawn 
from the social life of the area anà was spending long hours 
at night visiting the local bars and cabarets for the alleged 
purpose of "absorbing loal color" for the new book which he 
claimed to be aritinge gA (u 


The Mexico City daily newspaper "Excelsior" of 
February 11, 1953, published what was reported to be an interview 
of the subject in which it quoted MOTLEY to the effect that 
he had never been a member of the Commnist Party. He was 
further quoted as denying being personally acquainted with 
Communists or ever engaging in Communist activities. He admitted 
being a "pacifzst" and being personally acquainted with the 
Mexican pa 1, DAVID ALFARO SIQUEIROS, has advised that 
DAVID ALFAR IQUEIROS is a well known Maxican artist who is 
considered ti be pro-Soviet. and to have been a némbéY of the 
Mexican Communist Party at one time. ; U 


|__| snother Government Agency, advised that among the 
close fri 


X55 


8 5 vised that all of the foregoing are considered to 
be members of the American Communist Group in Cuernavaca) ii 


15 6% 
r 7 
—— ns 


ends and associates of MOTLEY in Cuernavaca were GORDON / 


has described the American Commmni st Group in Mexico 


as being a loosely knit social organization of former and/or 
present members of the Communist Party of the United States who 
reside in Mexico and their friends and associates wh ea 
common sympathy for Communism and the Soviet Union. fees 
stated that the group is not formally organized and that its:s 
members are not subject to Communist Party control and discipline 


P 


ADMINTSTÁATIVŇ PAGE 


a 4 11. 
Extra copies of this report are being wia for 
possible transmittal to the Chicago Office (100-21911). 


py hereof has been designated locally to the 
b2 Embas n. a circulation basis. 
In connection with information received by the Chicago 
Office from the subject's mother to the effect that he had 
purchased real estate in Cuernavaca,/{ it was advised by 
that a check of the 5 a Public 55 227 Cuernavaca 
failed to disclose an d aran shín by either 


pos the subject or[ . . 


view of subject 


b7D 
le ee own pro orty and any_pnurchase of Land aie * 
70 1 g by Bim vould have 
à 8 
subject and that he is not aware that the subject has purchased 
land or that he is engaged in building a homes I 0 
This office will endeavor to confirm subject's reported 
presence in Puerto Vallarta and will advise concerning his 
future plans in the event they can be ascertained. M 
E LEADS 
THE MEXICO CITY OFFICE E 
AT MEXICO CITY 
i Will continue to follow and report subject's status and 
activities. 
| XLS 
Date of Activity 
Identity And/or Description Date Agent to whom File Number 
of Source of Information Received Furnished where 
Located 
b2 (orally) 
b7D b 
B 


N 


apurursrrawire Bree! Coney si pn 


Date of Activity Agent 
Identity And/or Description Date Whom Where 
ef Source of Information Received Furnished Located 


Information re - 2/28/55 

contacts and 

activities orally 

Residence of subject 2/21/55 — me 


Immigration check 2/21/55 n 


bl re subject 

b2 Residence of subject 10/52 ani, 
b7D 

b7C aed 


Ges 
Characterization of 
DAVID ALFARO SIQUEIROS 
and the American orally 
Communist Group 


Subject's contacts and 5/20/53 Legat Office 100=792«20 
activities 


5 


REFERENCE 
Bulet to Chicago dated 12-21-54. 
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STANDAR®S FORM No, 64 a a 


Opics Memorandum „ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-382070) 7 pate: 5/9/55 
C, CHICAGO (100-21911) 
ah Q als d 
ILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 
SECURITY MATTER-C (4 n’ Y 


Seourity Index card cancelled 
Re SAC Letter 55-30 dated 4/12/55 
fe captioned "SECURITY INDEX." 
a 


succinct Resume of Case 


Subject is 45 years of age, born in the 
United states, and since the fall of 1952 has 
resided in mexico where self-employed as an author. 


No information has been received indicating 
that subject was ever a member of the Communist Party 
or participated in CP activities. Subject is reliably 
reported to have served as sponsor and speaker at 
various Communist front rallies and affairs in 1948- 
1952 in the Chicago area but no information has been 
received indicating active substantial participation 
in the aims and purposes of these front organizations. 
Some of the front affairs which subject has sponsored 
and appeared at as a speaker are: 


1. Sponsor to Bill of Rights conferences 
1949 8 
> 


2. Sponsor and member National Council 2. 
of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, 
1949-1951. E 


3. Speaker at mass rally Harlem ee 
Civil Rights congress, 1949. 


l. Speaker at reception sponsored by 
Congress of American women, 1949. DIC 


5. Speaker at PEARL HART Testimonal 
Dinner, 1950. PEARL HART has been 
reliably reported as a cp attorney 
in chic 
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DIRECTOR, FRI 


Riis WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


6. Authorized use of name protesting trial 
of twelve convicted CP leaders in New 
York in 1949. $ 


7. Aiternate to Progressive Party National 
Convention, 1950. Speaker at a PP 
Symposium, 1948. 


8. Affiliated with a Workers School, Chicago, 
1942. In Mexico since 1952, subject is 
reported to have had little contact with 
an American Communist Group in Cuernavaca, 
Mexico, where subject resided until he 
recently moved to another town in Mexico. 


9. Reportedly toasted the Communists in 
September, 1951, in company with a group 
of his friends in Mexico and having stated 
"nown with the United States.” 


Recommendation . 
Remove from Security > hn. 
Removed because no indicatioy subject has ever 


been member of basic revolutionary organization and no 
indication of substantial active participation in affairs 
of Communist front organizations within past three years. 


De tæom Tabbing 
(1) Not tabbed. 
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Office Memorandum » UNITED states GOVERNXPAT 


iN : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-382070) DATE: May 25, 1955 
aon : SAC, CHICAGO (100-21911) Attention: Identification Div. 


SUBJECT: WILLARD FRANCI OT LEY A e 


SECURITY MATTER - C | 2 jit 
Re Chicago Ae FD- 165) dated Wake 12, 1954. 


E 


Inasmuch as the 8 ity Index card on the 
captioned subject, FBI #4 l B, has been canceled, 
it is requested that the security flash be panoel eds 


. Cu yD eS 5 | 
REGI STERED „„ 


JRW: JMS 
(u) 
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Date: May 2h, 1955 
Tos Director, FBI (100-382070) 


1 Legat, Mexico (100-792) 
(N Subject: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 
SM-C 


February 28, 1955. 
FFF on May 19, 1955, 
that he 0 ae niormation from a contact in Cuernavaca, 


Guatemalan who operates a small 
bec business on the ma square in Cuernavaca, to the effect that 
b7D WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY has reappeared in Cuernavaca during 
the past two or three weeks and again is residing at 
Calzada de Atzingo #8-A in that city. 


In the near future efforts will be made to confirm f 
the subject's new place of residence and his activities and AY 
advise the Bureau in connection therewith. 

No local dissemination is being made of the foregoing 
in view of its incomplete nature. Extra copies hereof are 
being provided for transmittal to the Chicago Office (cd 


100-21911). 
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Office aum unm fe 
: SN FBI (100-382070) DATE: June 1, 1955 
ROM : SAC, CHICAGO (100-21911) 


susjict: WILLARD FRANCIS (Wr LET 
SECURITY MATIER - C 
00: CHICAGO 


2 J Re Chicage letter to Directer dated 5/9/55, recommending 
that subject be deleted frem the Security Index. 


It is noted that the Brem concurred with this recommendation 
and subject has been deleted frem the Security Index ef the Chicage 
Office. 


A step notice was placed with the Collecter of Custems concerning 
subject en 9/15/54, by the Washingten Field Office and a lead was set forth 
570 in the report of A = dated 2/28/55 at Mexice, D. F., for 

the Mexico City Office at Mexice City, to contime to fellew and repert 
subject's status and activities. 


The Washingten Field Office is requested to cancel the stop 
notice placed with the Cellecter of Custems. 


mne Bureau is requested to advise the Legat, Mexice City, te 
discontinue investigation. Twe additional copies ef this letter are 
being furnished to the Brem for the Legat, Mexico City, File 100-792. 


This case is being placed in a closed status by the Chicage 
Office. 
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yer 
58 7 á — 
ae a RECORDED Le 
ee 
WIEUNYT EBT eechse go JUN 2 1955 | 
2 23 L N — —— — 
met an OS 


vive eee en 
e 8 8 „ 


A E Soe eS 8 * * at, SINNED 


| a TREE HS ut wae? S 12 
CAE itl) ret ose) Ss se 


4 . 


b1 


Por mn? ae — A 
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Date: July 26, 1955 * e, 
To: Director, FBI (100-38207 c) 
From: Legat, Mexico (100-792) 
Subject: | WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY / g_/ 
SECURITY MATTER - C Ge J 


Re Chicago letter of June 1, 1955 and 
Mexice City letter of May 24, 1955. 


I orts dated May A, 1955 p 
July 5, 1955 a advised that A e TT (s) 
contimes to reside ernavaca, State of Moreles, 
Mexice. 


In view of the fact that the subject has been 
deleted from the security index of the Chicage Office, and 
since the recent investigative report has been submitted 
concerning him this case is being placed in a closed . 
status, to be reopened inthe event subsequent developments | 
should warrant. A tickler is being maintained for 
periodic rechecks of subject's residence. 


Extra copies hereof are being provided for 
vey by the Bureau to the Chicago Office (100= 
21911). 


No local dissemination is be ing made hereof 
in view of the fact that complete information concerning 
the subject has previously been disseminated, 
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Y e FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU 


Ai At ss oe 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 


t j 
TITLE £) 99 
: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY SECURITY MATTER - C 


—— — 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject still resides at the Hotel Rosita, Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, 
Mexico, and has no gainful occupation other than writing. Sources 
have no information that subject is engaging in Communist activities. 


b2 


Copia DESTROYED 
A8 MAL S 1953 


APPROVED AND 
__ FORWARD 


RDED: DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


„ 20 -beaz F3 RECORDED - 3 
F COPIES OF THIS a oer 
J. Bureau (100-3820 oe er 57 „ . 
l - American Embassy ma JAN 8 1957 
Mexico City (circulation) | === : 
l - American Consulate, 


Guadalajara i 1 
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woke OF FBE—THIS-CONFIDEMTYAEIREPORT AND ITS CONTE wee RE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENC HICH a7 . es 


. wy ; u. $. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—59255-2 


United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


RE: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 


RESIDENCE 


who is in a position to learn of subject's overt 
activities and who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised June 7, 1956, and October 2h, 1956, that subject 
was still residing at the Hotel Rosita, Puerto Vallerta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. 
U 


OCCUPATION 


also advised that subject has no gainful emloy~ 
ment in Puerto Vallarta other than writing. 
b2 
b7D MISCELLANEOUS 


who is in a position to learn of overt Communist 
activities and who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, (advised in August, 1955, that subject MOTLEY was „PE aring 
to write a second part of his book "Knock on Any Door.” = 
added that based on conversations with subject MOTLEY he 
doubted that subject is a Comunist e) (ZX 


B on October 2h, P that he has not 
observed subject engaged in any Communist activities in 
Puerto Vallarta, 


Poa ta 
rse -s 95.0 


b1 
be 
570 
57 D 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


An extra copy of this report is being furnished for 
the Chicago Office (CG 100-21911). 


In view of the negative information concerning 
Communist activities on the part of the subject, this case is 
being Word. However, the subject's residence and employment 
will be periodically checked. 


Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed in this report, and T symbols have been utilized only 
where the identities of the sources must be concealed. 


Bate of Activity Agent to File No. 
Identity and/or Description Date Whom where 
of Source of Information Received Furnished Located 


Residence and 6/7/56 100 -792=4 
occupation 10/24/56 2 100-752—30 


Subject not engag- 10/24/56 100-792-550 
Ing in Communist | 
activities 


Subject writing 8/29/55 ) 
N book; doubts 
subject is Communist 


REFERENCE 
Mexico City letter to Bureau dated 7/26/55. 
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Da te: 5/10/57 
To: Director, FBI (100-382070) 
N From: Legat, Mexico (100-792) 


oO 
Subject: WILIARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 


Re report of F 12/31/56, 
at Mexico, D. F., reporting that the subject was residing at 


the Hotel Rosita, Puerto Vallarta, State of Jalisco, Mexico, 


By letter received by SA on 22757, 
, a contact at Puerto Vallarta, a that 
MO e 
a 


$ 
te 


H 


2 


* 
< 
— 
d 


O 

W 

£ 

Me 

85 > uerto Vallarta roximately two months earlie 
“Qe, and was r tuned to Cuernavaca, 

B 3 Morelos, Mexico. 

= By written report dated and delivered 5/10/57, 

ag E of the following investigation to locate subject 
2 , in Cuernavaca: 

gus Inquiry at the Restaurant "El Pastor" which is 


reported to have replaced the "California" Restaurmt at Cal 1 
Rayon 3, Cuernavaca, failed to develop any information con- 
cerning MOTLEY or the whereabouts of 


er 


i ho was reported . 
Ydiiring the latter's earlier 


* 


to be very friendly with 
residences in Cuernavaca. 


At the Cuernavaca Post Office, it was determine d 
that on 3/12/57, MOTLEY had subscribed to Post O He Box 408 
at the Cuernavaca Central Post Office and in so doing had 
furnished his residence address as being Calle Guerrero 5. 
It was ascertained that MOTLEY was the addressee of a letter 
postmarked 5/5/ was directed to him at Post Office 
Box 08 by one of Fenterville, Illinois. It 
was discovered tha errero 5 is a two-story building 
which has a shoe store on the lower floor and a residence on 
she second floor, Neither the personnel of the shoe s tor e or 


l - Bureau 775 Si „ A Om 3 
l - Mexico City iz Bb bedr. i1 2: a a? gi 4 $ 
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24280 


MC 100-792 


the occupant above could furnish any information concerning 
MOTLEY and it is presumed that he furnished a false address 
in subscribing to this Post Office Box. 


Inquiry at Calzada de Atzingo 8, the former resi- 
dence of MOTLEY in Cuern nformation as the 
owner of that residence, advised that he 
has not seen MOTLEY for moré” A Fear and vas not aware 
that he had returned to Cuernavaca, 


+ 
t 


One of the chauffeurs at the taxistand at the main 


square of Cuernavaca advised that he had seen MOTLEY during the 
last two_or three weeks in Cuernavaca, but had no idea as to 


the place of his residence. 


The foregoing information is being provided for the 
information of the Bureau and the Chicago office, and efforts 


will be made by this orric6é_to verify subject's residence 
address in Cuernavaca. It is suggested that copies 8 8 
be transmitted to the Chicago office, 100-21911. 


No local dissemination is being made of the fore- 
going in view of its incomplete nature, 


“oe 
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Toz Director, FBI (100-382070) 
py Fron: Legat, Mexico (100-792) 
Ù Subject: VILLARD FRANCIS“MOTLEY A 


Date: 6/27/57 


SM - C 


Re Hexico City letter dated 5/10/57, advising that the 
subject was reported to be residing in Cuernavaca, State of 
Morelos, Mexico. 


By written report dated 5/31/57, — that 
he had conducted the following investigation ueravaca 
in an effort to determine the residence address of the subject: 


— sea that MOTLEY continues to b2 
receive mail at F. U. Box 08, Cuernav calls b7D 


for his mail on almost a daily basis. stated 
that he had endeavored to ascertain MOTLEY's residence address 
without success. General inquiry at various downtown hotels 
and taxi stands failed to develop any additional inf orma tion 
concerning subject’ s residence, 


In view of the fact that this office has no 
informants who are in contact with the sub ject, it is requested 
that the Chicago Office interview the subject's mother, Mra, 
MAR OTLEY under suitable pretext in order to ascertain 
the current residence of subject at Cuernavaca. 


Chicago letter of 12/2/54, recorded the residence 
of Mrs, MARY/MOTLEY as being at 350 West 60th Street, Chicago, 
Ill, This office will continue ite efforts to locate the 
subject. 


Extra copies hereof are being provided for the Ae 
Chicago Office (CG 100-21911). 
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Date: August 28, 1957 
To: Director, FBI (100-382070) 
From: Legat, Mexico (100-792) 


me e. 
Subject: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


Re Mexico City letter dated 6/27/57 requesting the. 
Chicago Office interview Subject's mother, Mrs. MARY MOTLEY, 
250 West 60th St., Chicago, under suitable pretext in order 
to ascertain the current residence of Subject at Cuernavaca, 


en report,dated J 957, and fumished 
SA on July 30, 1957, dvised that ad- 
ai ti ona nvestigation in Cuernavaca had failed to establish 


subject's current address. Inquiries at the Post Office and 
at various hotels, taxi stands, etc., where Subject is know 
failed to develop information that MOTL=Y had been seen for 

several weeks. 


In view of the above, it is requested that the 
Chicago Office expedite the pretext interview of Subject's 
mother, 

Extra copies of this letter are being provided for 
the hic ago Office (100-21911). 


l}, =- Bureau 
1 - Mexico City 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


ae G | 
Office Memorandum + oth, Larus GOVERNMENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-382070) DATE: September 10, 1957 


j 
mom 6 iio, CHICAGO (100-21911) q-\ 
‘a 0 . 
SUBJECT: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 
SM- C 


4 
N 
Re Legat Mexico letter to Director, dated June 27, 

1957, captioned as above. 


side C or approximately the pas 

years and he received a letter from him last week indicating 

that he was in the process of changing his residence in 
Mexico. He also advised that WILLARD MOTLEY formerly re- 
sided about 47 miles south of Mexico City; however, he 
indicated in his letter that he planned to move to Mexico 
City proper. He also stated that WILLARD added that he 

970 planned on re turning to the United States around November 


b7E or December of 1957, and that he would first visit hi — 
n New York City before returning to Chicago. —— 
Lr padod that this was strickiy a plan of MOTLEY's an 
a @ has on occasions, failed to live up to his anticipated 


Chicago Office will recontact — oetaenee rs 


in approximately onemnth in an effort to a the 
definite Residence of MOTLEY in Mexico City. 


plans. 


Y Extra copies hereof are being provided for Legat, 
„ Mexico (100-792}. BH To 33 
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Date: October 9, 1957 
To: Director, FBI (100-282070) 
From: Legat, Mexico (100-792) ose 


se 


EREIN gS 


NLA e e 


Subject: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY * 
SM- C R: 


* 37,338 

Re Chicago lettcr to Bu 0/57, setting 

forth that informed on 
9/9/57 that Subjec written he was planning on moving 


to Mexico City from his residence described as Seia about 
s south of Mexico City. Relet advised that 
ould be subsequently contacted in an effort to ascer- 
n the residence address of Subject in Mexico City. 


b7C 
Instant case is being placed in a pending inactive 
status in this office pending the results o ther contact 
by the Chicago Office with 
Extra copies of instant communication are being 
provided for the information of the Chicago Office (100-21911). 
ul. -~ Bureau 
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Office Maeno andum e UNITED STA.<cS GOVERNMENT 


ro . DIRECTOR, FBI (100-382070) 
Tan 6 
FROM b , CHIcAGO (100-211) % , AL 
j i \ sd 
fi suBjecr: WILLARD FRANCIS“MOTLEY x 
| SECURITY MATTER - C 6 4 
N à — 
2o Remylet dated September 10, 1957 and Legat, Mexico 
5 Sy letter to Director dated August 28, 1957, captioned as above. 
Y tae Ce 
INN 
À YYA 
9 Le NN e 
= 
veh 
f N returned to Chicago and that he was at present 
j address and that he could furnish the desired information, 
97 WILLARD MOTLEY advised that he planned on departing for 
b7E New York on Wednesday (October 30, 1957) and from there he 


would depart for Mexico City, where he would remain for 
approximately the next five or six months. WILLARD MOTLEY 

stated that he could be contacted in care of Box 408, Cuernavaca, 
Mexico, however, he refused to furnish any additional information 
regarding his actual residence in Mexico or his method of 

travel in returning to Mexico. 


In the event the Chicago Office receives any 
additional information regarding MOTIEY's residence in 
Mexico, this information will be furnished to the Bureau 
and Legat, Mexico City. 


z ' 5 hereof are being provided for Legat, 
Mexico (100-792). pa £ 
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Date: February 12, 1958 / 
To: Director, FBI (100-38 2070) 
From: Legat, Mexico (100-792) 


© 
Subject: WILLARD SRANCIS MOTLEY 
SECURITY ATTER - C 


9 

8 Re Chicago letter to Bureau dated 10/29/57, setting 

N forth that subject had stated he planned to depart Chicago 

X for Xew Tork on 10/30/57 and would thereafter proceed to 

9 i Mexico City. It is noted that subject stated he could be 
contacted at Post Office Box 408, Cuernavaca, Mexico, but 
refused to furnish any additional information regarding his 

-t residence. 
vy . who has furnished reliable information in 
E the past anviser on 2/7/58 that he had proceeded on 2/5/58 


avaca in an effort to establish subject's residence, 

8 D Paises that Post Office Box 408 is listed to the) 
iS subject with the address of Calle Guerrero No. 5, Cuernavaca. 
TAR This post office box has been listed in subject's name since 
N 


3/12/57. 
50 
e Heeiees that he had ascertained that subject 
was wnknown at Calle Guerrero No. 5. Informant advised that 
b1 0 « Calle Guerrero previously had two additional addresses of 970 
bye y N No. 5, but these numbers were changed to No. 6 and No. 13. 
t N Subject was likewise unknown at these addresses. 
ee lige that the address of Calzada Atzi nge, 
ü NA No. 8, an am formerly used by the subject, is that ofa a 
vd } W house that has been unoccupied since 12/2: nquiries in < 
WI this vicinity likewise proved negative. advised that 


incuiries at the Restaurant EI Pastor, formerly known as the 
California Pestaurant, proved negative inasmuch as tire owner- AAN 
ship of this restaurant has changed hands. It is Ñotedtthat 
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[fie being sent on a further road trip to 
Cuernavaca in e immediate future in order to continue 


efforts t subject. The results of additional in- 
To by pan be furnished to the Bureau at an eariy 
date. 


Extra copies of this communication are being furnished 
for the information of the Caicago Office (CG 100-21911), 


yor: 
1 


bl 
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s/s 


Date: April 28, 1958 * Ave a 
To: Director, FBI (100-382070) 


From: Legat, Mexico (8195 


Subject: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 
SM - C 


Remylet 7 a 
2 
¢ reliable information in the 


past, adv 3 on 4/24/58 that further 
inquiries in Cuernavaca had fa to locate subject's residence. 
P. 0. Bo still registered to the subject. 

informed hat on two occasions he had left a note for the 
subject at the office in order ne his 5 residence 
address could be obtained, but subie as faile o make an 


appearance. In cooperation debe urs 


continue efforts to obtain subjec 


. that there was a letter in P. 0. Box 408 
for the subject from the Bros. Storage and Van Co., 6428 W. Clark 
St., Chicago, Ill. It is suggested that the Chicago Office 

contact this neern for possible information as to subject's 
whereabouts p “eid make further efforts to locate the & 
subject thro contacts in Cuernavaca, er ee 


Extra copies of this communication are being furnished 
for the information of the Chicago Office (CG 100-21911). 
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8 Yur 
Office Memo, andum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


10 : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-382070) DATE: June 30, 1958 


22 : SAC, CHICAGO (1100-21911) 
i, | 


© 
susjacr: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 
SM-C 


; Re Legat, Mexico letter to Director dated 
We 4/28/58 a copy of which was furnished the Chicago Office. 


On June 20, 1958, 
J6yce Brothers Storage and Va ark, 
Chicago, Illinois, advised SA that 


sub ject has had his belongings in storage at the company 
since April 5, 1952. [ _|states that he believed subject's 


belongings consisted of manuscripts, books and other 

personal items. He stated that the payment for storage 

is usually mailed to the company and the last time he 

recalled subject appearing in person to pay for storage 
b7C was in approximately August 1957. 


. to SA [sa letter dated 
May 12, 1 rem ng payment for storage. This letter 
reflected subject's residence as Calzada San Simon 182, 
Colonia San Simon, Mexico DF3, Mexico. 


1 requested that the information furnished 
by him be he n strict confidence. 


Extra copies of this letter are being furnished 
for Legat, Mexico (100-792). 
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N Date: July 24, 1958 i ke thea Lyf)? OF 


ae a a 
To: Director, FBI (100-382070) WMP fener 


17 
een. Legat, Mexico (100-792) 


Subject: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 
SM - C 


Re Chicago letter to Bureau dated 6/30/58. 


dvised on 7/14/58 that neighborhood inquiries 
established that subject is living in a second floor apartment 
at Calzada San Simon #182, Colonia San Simon, Mexico, D. F. 
Subject reportedly spends most of his time in his apartment and 
b2 apparently is not engaged in any activity other than writing. 


BIC e ee Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, 
HID Mexico, whose identity should be protected, advised on 7/11/58 


that the subject had spent a week end in Puerto Vallarta in 
about the middle of June, 1958, and indicated an intention of 
returning again sometime in the fall. 


Informants of this office who are in a position to 
furnish information regarding activities of the American 
Communist Group in Mexico have failed to furnish any information 
indicating activity on the part of subject. 


Extra copies of this communication are being furnished 
for the information of the Chicago Office (CG 100-21911). 
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263 (8-12-55 * 
a 
N Office Office of Origin 
MEXICO, D. F. BUREAU 
TITLE OF CASE oO 
WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 
Synopsis: 


Subject resides at Calzada San Simon 
D. F. He is a writer by occupation. 
subject was out of Mexico, allegedly 
turned to Mexico in November, 1958. 
believed to be that of tourist, requ 
to United States every six month 
subject is considered an alcoholic. 


vA FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date Investigative Period 


Report made by Typed By: 


b7C awr 
CHARACTER OF CASE 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


182, Colonia San Simon, Mexico, 
During latter part of 1958 

in eee fe Illinois, and re- 

Immigration status in Mexico 

iring his departure from Mexico 


s. In neighborhood where he resides, 
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fe 2 ALL INFORMAT cS CONTAINED 
VF HEREIN IS Gugo -SiFiE 
ye iN DATE 4 “00 sv SPS che 


Copies made: 


(9) - Bureau (100-38207%)) b2 


(3 Chicago 100-2191] 
l - U. S. Embassy| —_—_—si[Mexico 
City (circulat Id 
1 - Mexico City (100-792) 


AGENCY Ex : 
REQ. REC'D th 
DATE FORW. it 
„„ HOW FORW. 
2 BY — 
Proper h ep loaned to you by the FBI, 


the agency to which loaned. 


A 
— 
Approved N „ bo not write in spaces below 


os Ta 
Loison} $5 


12 MAR 20 1959 


and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outsid 


vr U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE:1955 O— 344750 
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United States Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington 25, D. C. 
March 10, 1959 


Re: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 


Residence 


On November 12, 1958,|___ advised that subject re- 
sides at Calzada San Simon 182, Colonia San Simon, Mexico, 
D. F. 


Employment 


[Haso advised that subject is a writer, is said 
to write for a magazine, and sends data on Latin America to 
the United States from time to time, selling articles to the 
magazine Tine“ in the United States. 


Immigration Status 
advised on Februar 1959, — 
contained 
concerning WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY. 


On March 2, 1959, [stated that subject was in 
Mexico as a tourist, "which status required him to leave the 


country each six months for his country of origin, namel 


Miscellaneous 

On November 12, 1958, stated that the subject 
was then in Chicago Illinois, a hat he had sent a letter 
dated November 10, 1958, to the Havana in charge of the 


building where he "resides, Stating that he was leaving by 
automobile for Mexico es and that he expected to arrive 
there on November 15, 1958. This ter was dated at Chicago, 
Illinois. On November 24, 1958, said subject had returnel. 


advised that in the neighborhood where subject 
resides he is known to frequent the bars and to have the 
reputation of being an alcoholic. This information was fur- 
nished b on February 3 and March 2, 1959. 


1 


AL 1. INFORAMAT AN C ONTAINED 


HERSINIS UNCLASSIFI } 
pare T-A n E AK. 


United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington 25, D. C. 
March 10, 1959 


Re: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 


Reference is made to the memorandum entitled as 
above dated March 10, 1959. 


b2 Sources. 5¼Iref erred to in that memorandum 
7 have furnished reliable information in the past, 


This memorandum is loaned to you by the FBI, 
and neither it nor its contents are to be 
distributed outside the agency to which 
loaned. 


b2 pa 


Y 
Date: March 10, 1959 7 
To: Director, FBI (100-382070) 
& Fron: Legat, Mexico (100-792) 
Subject: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY . 
SM - C Ff . W 
„ . E e aaa DA ae 
WHERE gah ek ES iet. $ 
yi LPG ii i we 
ENCLOSURES 85 
There are enclosed herewith seven copies of the | 
report of SA dated 3/10/59 at Mexico, D.F., i 
together with seven copies of a letterhead memorandum 
evaluating the sources utilized therein. 
8998 REFERENCES a i 
Report of Sate 12/31/56 at 92 
, Mexico, D. F. 9 
N Mexico City letter to Bureau dated 7/24/58. ac 
d pie 
ADMINISTRATIVE DATA SZO 
8 
A review of subject's file reflects that informants 
of this office who are in continuous contact with the various 
H members of the American Communist Group in Mexico have failed 
x to develop any information indicating that subject has been 4 
ý engaged in activities of a subversive nature during the past j 
year. A’ 
, A tickler is being reset for the consideration of of 
„, report one year hence, In the meantime, residence and employ 
vi ment checks will continue to be made at periodic intervals. 


SOURCES 


Careful considerafion has been given to each source 
3 and T symbol re utilized only in those instances 
Cae the source must not be disclosed, 
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Identity 
of Source 


b1 s) 
p2 


S 


of Information 


Date of Activity 
or Description File Number 


Where Located 


Residence, employment; 


subject visiting —— 


Chicago; returns 100-792-811 
Immigration status; S) 
subject regarded as 

alcoholic by neighbors 


COPIES 


Three copies of the enclosed report and letterhead 
memorandum, as well as of this cover letter, have been pre- 
pared for transmittal to the Chicago Office (100-21911). 


CLASSIFICATION 


This report has not been classified inasmuch as it 
does not contain any information affecting the security of 


the United States. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office Office of Origin Investigative Period 
MEXICO, b. F. BUREAU 1/18 - 2/24/60 
TITLE OF CASE 
. i 
Č 


WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY | 


SECURITY KATTER - C 


Synopsis: 


Subject, a writer by occupation, resides at Calzada San 
Simon 182, Colonia San Simon, Mexico, D. F., Mexico, 
Sources advised that they have no information indicating 
the subject has been active in the American Communist 
Group in Mexico (ACGM). His neighbors consider him to be 
a homosexual and an alcoholic. 


ON _ fms = 


nasamo f Jclic. 


Approved 
Copies made: 


2 Bureau (100-382070) 


(3 - Chicago 100-2121 
1 - American Embassy 23 MAR 4 1960 
Mexico City (circ: lation l 


1 - Mexico City (100-792) Do 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to Washington 25, D. C. 
File No. 


February 26, 1960 


Re: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 


“aa of 


oy: 


Residence 


Cn June 16, 1959, dvised that the subject 
resides at Calzada San Simon 182, second floor, Colonia 
San Simon, Mexico, D. F., Mexico. 


On November 12, 1959 and again on February 15 
1960 [ Jver if ica that the subject's residence was unchanged. 


Employment 


advised on Jime 16, 1959 that the subject is 
self-employed as a writer. 


On November 12, 1959 and again on February 15, 
1960, |__ladvised that there is no indication that the 
c 


92 subje as any employment other than that of a writer. 


b7D Immigration Status 


advised on June 16, 1959, that the subject con- 
tinues to reside in Mexico only on the authority of a tourist 
card and, therefore, must return to the United States every 
180 days to comply with the Mexican Immigration laws govern- 
ing tourists in Mexico, 


Activities _ 


On February 15, 1960 uno bas knowledge of 
some of the activities of the A:erican Communist Group in 


CONF De ENTIAL 


Mexico (Ach) advised that there is no indication that the 
sub ject has been active in this group during the past year. 


According to the ACC is a loose 

association of a »redominantly social 

nature of present and/or vast members 

of the Communist Party, USA, and their 
friends and associates who share a 


common sympathy for Communism and the 
Soviet Union, 


Miscellaneous 


advised on June 16, 1959 that some of the 


subject's neighbors consider him to be effeminate and questioned 
his moral conduct. 


C lacvised on November 12, 1959 and again on 
February 15, 1960, that the subject has the reputation in 
his neighborhood of being a homosexual and an alcoholic. 


— te enn ——ü—44— eet 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Washington 25, D. C. 

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 


February 26, 1960 


pa 


2e: WILLARD FRANCIS NOTLEY 


Ref er nce is made to the memorandum captioned as 
above dated February 26, 1960. 


— referred to in referenced 
b2 memorandum, have a 


urnished reliable information in 


This document contains neither 


recommen lens nar conclusions of 
the Fa. day feo: atiy af 

the Fii: =. conr agency; 
itar” to be 


Date: February 26, 1960 
ros Director, FBI (100-382070) 
nl} Prom: Legat, Mexico 100-792) 
/ Subject: WILLARD FRANCIS “NOTLEY 


Careful consideration has been given to the sources 


SE - C 
ENCLOS URES 

Tee ; 

S Th a nclo herewith seven copies of the 

J report of SA dated 2/26/60, at Mexico, D. F. 
Jg together with seven copies of the letterhead nemorandum 

i evaluating the sources utilized. 

E REE INCE 

8 Report of — O dated 3/10/59, at 
F Mexico, D. F. 
. 
9 285 SCURCES 
CON 


<5 concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those instances 
<4. where the identity of the source must be concealed, 


Identity of Source File Number Where Located 
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COP TES 


Extra copies of the enclosed report, letterhead 
memorandum and this cover letter have been prepared for 
transmit al to the Chicago Office (100-21911). 


SLASS IFICATION 
Enclosed report has been classified “Conf ideatial" 
since it contains information from Bureau informants operating 


in Mexico who are furnishing information on a matter relating 
to the intermal security of the United States. 
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IONAL FORM NO. 10 N : 7 
UNTIED STATES GOVERNMENT 45 
Mem ee 
y to `: Director, FBI (100-382070) DATE: 3/7/61 
FROM 0 , e d 


SUBJECT: WILLARD: FRANCIS MOTLEY 


SM . C j 
„e Rerep SA. [pitted 2 eso. 
on 9/25760 (protect), who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, made available to SA 
a report of that same date which contained the P- 


mation that on 8/24/60 through pretext inquiry, 

verified that the subject continued to reside at Calzada San 
Simon onia San Simon, Mexic, D. F., Mexico. Accord- 
ing to the subject had no employment other than that 
of a writer. 


y On 2/8/61 |(protect), who have 
furnished reliable Information e past, furnished SA 
p a written report of that same re which contained the 
8 to information that on 2/1/61 an acquaintance of the subject's 
a advised that he had gone into full retirement and is now 
) leaving in a bright pink house located ontop of a hill on the 
old road from Mexico City to Cuernavaca, Morelos, Mexico, at 
kilometer 25. Reportedly subject's current income is gained 
“A 8 from the paper-back edition of Let No Man Write My Epitaph." 
b7c I This source advised that the subject claims to be deeply in 
5% debt and unable to visit the United States because he is being 
sought for back income taxes that he owes. This source advised 
that the subject continues to keep a group of young boys about 
him and only spasmodically works on a new book. 


ee that during the past year 
the subject has en no interest in the activities of the 


( American Communist Group in Mexico, nor as far as they know, 2 


has he made any attempt to contact any of the associates of 
: U that group. 2 E 


The American’ ‘Cogmunist Group in Mexico is a 
Loose associato of ‘ predominantly social nature Hf 7 
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of present and/or past ers of the Communist 
Party, USA, and their ‘ends and associates who 
share a common sympathy fe Communism and the 
Soviet Union. . 

In view of the absence of any indication during the 
past year that the subject is in any “way associated with any 
subversive activities, no annual report in this case is being 
prepared. A six-month tickler is being reset to verify the 
subject's continued residence in Mexico. 


TONAL. FORM NO. 10 $010—107—02 


GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 NS 


UW STATES Gi &RNMENT 


Memorandum b F- 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI (100-382070) bare: 2 sand! di 


FROM : Mian, MEXICO (100-792) (RUC) 
| 2 


SUBJECT: ae FRANCIS MOTLEY 
fi Re Mexico City letter 3/7/61. 


i 


"The News," an English_language newspaper published 
in Mexico City, for 3/5/65, carried an article announcing 
the death of captioned subject on 3/4/65 in Mexico City. 
Subject died from an intestinal gangrene infection. K. 


The above is submitted for the information of the Í 
Bureau and the Chicago Office. i 


; \ á) Bureau 5 5 
(1 =- Liaison Section) / 
(1 - Chicago, 100-21911) | 

l — Mexico City 


NLF: 11 
(5) 1 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN ISUNCLASSIFI ; | 
DATE A BY . 
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Director, VBI 4/12/62 


RAUL MORON MOTHELET 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(LIAISON) 


ReBulet 4/4/62. 


The WILLARD MOTELY referred to in relet is S 
undoubtedly WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY, Bufile 100~382070, 
Negro writer with leftist and homosexual tendencies who 
has Lived in Mexico for a number of years, 


Mexico City indices Bad pi on other names set P 
out after that of "MOTELY. co City taking no action 
on this information. 
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Director, FBI April 13, 1967 


Legat, Mexico City (105-5982) (RBC) 


S) 


In this regard the Mexico City daily English lasguagse 
newepaper “The Hews", carried an article on 3/5/52 which related 
that JAMES ULLMAN, author of the "White Tower", "River of the 
oun” and a new novel now being serialized in the Saturday Brening 
Post, “Windou's Jay” wae” with his photegenic wife, by 
Yegident author WILLARD Guf 1e 100-333, 070) at the 
Libreria el Patio, which was described as a nooting place and 
crossroads ef ali literary minds living in and peesing through i 
Cuernavaca, Moreles, Mexico. According to the article, the ULLMARs © 
were vacationing in Mexico and came to Cuernavaca to see MOTLEY 
on suggestions of sutual friends among publisberw. 


SAL FILED IN > 
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With regard to Mir, it is noted that the "Hews" in 
an 3 on 3/5/65 reported the death of MOTLEY in Mexico City 
on 5. 


It is noted the Mexico City Office continuously, 
reviews passenger manifepts for the Cuban Aviation Company, 
which is the only airlines traveling betveen Hexico City and 
Havana, Cuba. To date the Subject's name kas not appeared on 
these passenger mani forts. 
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MEX 105-5082 


WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 


At washing tons De C, 
7111 determine through the records maintained by the 
Office, U. 5, Department of State, whether the Subject 
ia properly decumented for travel to Cuba and if not make 
pertinent background information available to the Boston Office. 
BOSTON OFFICE 
At. Bost Massachusette 


Will if not already done, determine the nature of the 
Subject's activities. 


